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c< Heads, funilar to the others, T wo Battle Axes, and a Shaft or Pole, with 
“ a Screw on the End, fitted for receiving either the Spear Head or Battle 
“ Axe. 

“ Immediate Enquiry being made after the Perfons with whom this 
“ Individual had lately been icen in Company, and TwoBlackfmiths being 
“ mentioned among them, their Houles and Shops were immediately 
** fearched ; One of the Two was alfo taken into Cuflody ; the other 
“ efcaped and abfeonded. — In the Shop of the Firft of chefe Men were 
“ found Four Pike or Spear Heads, finifhed, fitted with Screws and 
“ Sockets, and ready to be fixed on Shafts ; Eight Battle Axes, alfo fitted 
“ and finiihedj and twenty Blades more not quite finifhed, but nearly 
“ fo. 



fC In the Shop and Dwelling Houfe of the other, who had abfeonded, 
“ no fuch Weapons were found ; but the Apprentices, on being examined 
** before a Magistrate, acknowledged that the Pike or Spear Heads firft 
<c difeovered had been privately manufadlurcd in their Mailer’s Shop 
ct during the Courfe of this Fortnight pall, and carried privately to his 
“ Houfe as foon as completed. 

“ The Battle Axes and Blades appear alfo to have been manufjdtured- 
“ within this Fortnight pall; and wire intended, as the Maker of them 
" faid, for the Purpofe of arming the People, fhould an Invafion take 
** Place. But it appears, that to his Apprentices, whom he had employed 
“ in affifting him to make them, he pretended they were meant for a Gate ; 
“ an Account obvioufly falfe, as he could not point out any Gate for which 
“ thefe Weapons were intended, nor name any Perfon who had ordered 
** him to frame a Gace of fo particular a Conftrudtion. 

“ Thefe Circumftances have induced the Magiftrates to commit all the 
“ Perfons concerned, for Examination; and the Refult of the Enquiries 
which -are at prefent carrying forward, I expedl will be regularly com- 
“ municated to me — It is proper alfo to inform you, that all the Perfons 
“ chiefly concerned appear to have been Members of the Britifh Conven- 
tion which met at Edinburgh laft Winter; and fince the Difperfion of it 
“ have continued the moll adtivc and leading Perfons in the Societies 
** whole Delegates compofed the principal Part of that Meeting, who ap~ 
“ pear at prefent taking Meafures for calling another Convention of the 
‘$Tame Nature, which they expedted is to take place foon in England r 
"• and lome of whom have acknowledged that the Propriety of the Indi- 
“ viduals compofing thefe Societies arming themlelves with Spears and 
“ Pikes has, within thefe few Weeks pad, been the Subjedt of Converfacion 
,c amongft them, and Steps taken for carrying that Purpofe into Execution 
“ with Caution and Secrecy. 

te The Silence of One of the Perfons, the inconfiflent and contradidlory 
“ Account of the other, and the Flight of the Third, throw a very ftrong 
“ Sufpicion on the Purpofes and Intentions of the Parties concerned in 
C <c this 
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« • diis Tranfailion. The Sheriff is, in the Courfe of his Duty, proceeding 
«« to inveftigace the Matter more accurately : But I confider it neceffary 
« and proper to communicate through you to the Committee Information 
« fo intimately connected with the Object of its Enquiries, however imper- 
«« fe£t that Information ftill is, but which I have no Doubt will foon be 
“ completed. 

“ I am, 

“SIR, 

“ Your molt obedient 

“ Humble Servant, 

Right Honble. Mr. Pitt." “HENRY DUNDA S.” 



“SIR, 



Whitehall, 23d May 1794. 



“ I have received this Morning farther Accounts from the Sheriff De- 
“ puce of Edinburgh, of the Tranfaftions Gated in my laft Letter ; and the 
“ Refult of the Enquiries fince made by thac Magiftrace, and which are 
“ ftill going forward, appear to me of fuch a Nature as to deferve the 
“ particular Attention of the Secret Committee. 

“ One of the Individuals mentioned in my former Letter has fince 
“ made a Difclofure, and a Perfon fince taken into Cuftody, and who ap- 
“ pears co have been privy to the whole Tranfaftion, has confeffcd, thac 
" thefe Weapons were the Firft of a very large Number and Quantity, 
“ actually ordered co be made, and incended to be privately difperfed 
“ among the Members of the various Societies throughout Scotland, 
“ (tiling chemfelves Friends of the People, and who appear to be at pre- 
“ fent employed in taking Meafures for calling together another Bricifh 
“ Convention of Delegates to be held in England. An Order has been 
“ given from one Town alone in Scotland, for a large Quancity of Wea- 
« pons of the Nature deferibed; no lefs a Number than 4,000 has been 
« mentioned, and more are intended to be diltribuced in Edinburgh. 
“ Emiffaries appear alfo to have been dil'pacched, within this Fortnighc or 
“ Three Weeks part, to the Manufacturing Towns in the Weft of Scot- 
“ land, for the Purpofe of founding the Inclinations of fuch of the Inha- 
“ bitants there who are known to be Members of thefe Societies ; and 
“ there is Reafon to believe, from Information received from various dif- 
** ferent Quarters, that thefe Perfons have by no Means been unfuc- 
“ cefsful. 

“ Paifley is in particular alluded to as being in a State of great Readi- 
“ nefs ; and there has been pofitive Information received through other 
“ Channels, that within thefe Three Weeks Perfons of that Dcfcription 
“ have aflembled themfelves to a very confiderable Number in the Night 
“ Time, for the Purpofe of praclifing che'Ufc of Arms. The Particulars 
“ of this Information, and the Extent to which thefe Meetings have pro- 

“ cceded,. 
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<r ceede3, are at prefent Matter of Enquiry with the proper Magiftrates 
“ of the Place ; but the Rcfult has not yet been received. 

lf The Formation of this Plan is now traced Home to certain Perfons, 
" fome of whom are in Cuftody, who appear to be entrufted by thefe So- 
" cicties in Scotland with the moft unlimited Powers in direfting their 
** future Proceedings — carrying on their Correfpondence — and who aft as 
“ a Committee of Secrecy, confift’ing of a certain Number of Perfons, 
“ the principal and mod aftive Members of the Britilh Convention. 
" The choofing of Delegates to the expefted Convention in England, the 
“ Place ofwhofe Meeting is not yet divulged, and the raifing of Contribu- 
“ tions among the various Societies throughout Scotland for defraying the 
“ Charges of luch Delegates, appear to be the material Part of their prefent 
“ Employment, and in which it would (eem they have made fome Pro- 
11 grefs. And it is the fame Committee who have, for thefe fome Weeks 
“ paft, been conl'uhing and taking Meafures for arming thcmfelves and 
" the Members of the various Clubs with Pikes and Battle Axes, and 
“ who have employed the Perfons above mentioned in manufacturing 
“ them. The Scheme appears to have been firft propofed and agreed 
“ upon about a Month ago ; to have been fince carried on with the utjnoft 
“ Secrecy and Caution; and the Weapons, fo far as has yet been difeo- 
“ vered, manufactured by fuch Perfons, in fuch fmall Quantities, in fuch 
“ Circumdances, and under fuch Pretences, as not to render the Progrefs 
“ of the Work probably liable to Sufpidon or Dcteftion ; and it was 
“ brought to Light by the very accidental and Angular Incident which I 
“ mentioned in my former Letter. 



“ I have the Satisfaction of obferving, that the Magidratcs and Officers 
“ of the Law in Scotland have been, and dill continue, aftive in the 
tc Searches and Enquiries making at the different fufpefted Places within 
" their relpeftive Jurifdiftions. — In Perth and Dundee nothing has been 
tc difeovered which can lead me to believe that Meafures have been taken 
“ in either of thefe Places for making Arms, the Manufacture of which 
“ feems to have been confined to Edinburgh, and intended to have been 
“ gradually difperfed from then 9 e to fuch Places as required them. — No 
“ fuch Weapons have been difeovered at Paifiey or in its Neighbourhood; 
“ though the Intention of arming, and holding regular Nightly Meetings, 
“ are perfectly afeertained. 

“ Information has alfo been communicated, of the Authenticity of 
“ which there is no Room to doubt, that a Confpiracy has been formed, as 
ft foon as a proper Number of thefe Weapons were diftributed among the 
<c Friends of the People in Edinburgh, to feize in the Night the Perfons 
“ of the principal Magiftrates, and Officers of the Law; the Banks, the 
“ Public Offices, Guards, and Prifon ; and after inticing the Soldiery from 
“ the Caftle, by kindling a Fire in the Middle of the City, to intercept 
“ them'on their Return, by Means of different armed Parties to be proper- 
“ ly Rationed fot that Purpofe. 

“ It appears likewife, from indifputable Fads, that the moft fecret and 
“ artful Means have been and are ftill ufing with the Fencible Regiments 

“ in 
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in Scotland to excite them to Difobedience and Mutiny.— The printed 
“ Paper which I herewith tranfinit has been induftrioufly circulated for 
“ that Purpofe. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

“ S I R, 

s “ Your mefe obedient 

“ Humble Servant, 

“ Right I-Ionble. Mr. Pitt." “ HENRY DUNDA S.” 



'SIR, 



t{ Whitehall, 24th May 1794. 



“ I have received no further Accounts of the Refult of the Enquiries 
“ going on in Edinburgh ; but I amforry to ftete that I have received Infor- 
** matiun Horn the Sheriff of the County of Renfrew, confirmed by Letters 
“ received from other rcfpedable Perfons in Paifley, that the Magiftrates 
“ of that Place having, in the Courfe of rheir Enquiries, committed on 
“ the Afternoon of the 19th a Man to Cuftody for further Examination, 

“ a confiderable Number of Perfons (feveral Hundreds) affembled in 
“ the Evening, and after choofing a Prcfident, whom they addreffed by 
** the Title of Citizen Prefident, voted a Number of Refolutions to the 
“ following Purpofe — That a National Convention fhould be immediately 
“ called, to which they would fend Delegates— That they fhould not 
“ petition Parliament, as it was to their.fclves alone, and to fuch Conven- 
“ tion, they, could look for Redrefs. They then proceeded to conlider 
<c theConduft of the Sheriff and Magiftrates in committing their Bro- 
K ther Citizen, as he was termed ; and, after much Difcuffion as to the 
“ Propriety of immediately releafing him by Force, the Majority feemed 
** inclined to take mild Meafures firft, and to fend a Deputation to afk 
“ his Releafe. But the Magiftrates having received Information of 
“ what was intended, and difmifled the Man from Cuftody, the Mob 
“ difpevfcd with Three Cheers, having been previoufly inftrudted by their 
“ Prcfident to abftain from further Tumult, and to obferve a peaceable 
“ and orderly Condud. 

“ The Authority of the Civil Magiftrate is in the mean Time entirely 
** fuperfeded ; and until a proper Force is fent to proteft them in the 
“ future Execution of their Duty, which has been anxioufly required bv 
“ the Sheriff’ 2nd Magiftrates, they dare not proceed in the common 
“ Courfe of legal and judicial Enquiry againft any of the Perfons who 
are fufpe&ed of being concerned in thefe violent and tumultuary Pro- 
“ ce^dings. But it cannot efcape the Obfervation of the Committee, . 
“ how accurately this Intelligence correfponds with and confirms the 
“ Information Ycfterday communicated, as to the State of the Minds of 
“ thefe People m that Neighbourhood; the Alarm which their Leaders 
feci as to the Refult of the legal Enquiries at prefent depending; and the 

“ regular 
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regular fyftematic Connection between them and the Leaders at Edin- 
burgh, as difeovered from the yet unfinifhed and hafty Examinations 
taken in that City. 



“ I ’have the Honour to be, 

“SIR, 

“ Your molt obedient humble Servant, 



Right Honble. Mr. Pitt." 



“HENRY DUN DAS." 



S I R, 



Whitehall, 27th May, 1794. 



“ I have this Morning received farther Information from Scotland, 
‘ which appears to me proper to be communicated to the Committee. 

“ The Perfons in whofe Cuftody the Weapons, formerly deferibed, 
c were found, appear. to have acted for fame Time pad under the Name 

* of a Committee of Ways and Means appointed by theBritilh Conven- 
‘ tion, and to have been empowered 'by the various Societies throughout 

* Scotland to direft all their future Proceedings. — By means of Emifla- 
1 ries privately difpatched to different Parts of the Country, this Com- 
‘ mittee has fignified to, and prepared a Number of the Societies for 

* the approaching Convention in England, many of whom have chofen, 
c and all, as far as is yet known, agreed to choofc Delegates to attend 
' it, and fubferibe for their Expences. — The Time and Place of meet- 
f ing was not divulged, and were to be communicated from Edinburgh 
‘ in proper Time, by Individuals to be fent from thence for that Pur- 
r pofe, whofe Arrival was Daily looked for by feveral of the different 
' Societies'. — One of the Members of the late Convention at Edinburgh 
‘ appears within this Fortnight pall: to have been difpatched, and to 
1 have actually performed an extenfive Tour through the Weft Part of 
c Scotland, to have viftted in his Progrefs the Towns of Queensferry, 
r Falkirk, Stirling, St. Ninians, Keifvth, Kirkintulloch, Campfie, 

r Glafgow, and Paifley; in all of which Places he appears to have met 
1 with the principal Perfons concerned in thefe Societies; to have left 
‘ with them, and the Members of the Societies, Copies of a Circular 
c Letter from the Committee of Edinburgh, and inftructed them in what 
‘ Manner they were in future to carry on their Correfpondence ; and to 
‘ have fuggefted to them the Propriety of furn idling themfelves with 
‘ Arms, for the Purpofes of Defence, under the Pretence of defending 
' themfelves againft Foreign Troops. — An Attempt has been made to 
r diftributc fome of the Weapons lately difeovered at Edinburgh, by 
‘ Means of Perfons privately difpatched to the Country for that Purpofe; 

: and which leems only to have failed in its Execution from the Timidity 
1 of thePerfon folicited to do fo. 



Vide A pp-ndix A. 

(N°*l 



“ An Individual of the fame Defcription has been taken into Cuftody 
in the Country, who appear; to have commiilioned, and actually re- 
D “ ceived 
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n ceivcd from England, fome Mufqucls and Bayonets. On being quef- 
« tioned by the proper Magiftrate, he has refufed giving any Explana- 
•« tion, farther than that he commiflioned them in the Way of his Bufi- 
« nefs — But it does not appear that he ever dealt in fucU Articles before ; 
«* no Perfon appears to have commiflioned him to procure any fuchj and 
« there fcems to be full Evidence of his having folicited others to pur- 
« chafe what they of themfelves were not thinking of, or wilhing to 
“ provide. 

“ He admits having correfpondcd with the London Correfponding 
« Society on the Subjedt of a Convention, and that the Society of 
« which he is a Leader had agreed to fend Delegates to it, as foon as 
« the Time and Place of meeting fhould be divulged. 

« A Requifition has been made by the Magiftrates and principal In- 
« habitants of Paiflev, for a Military Force to protedl them in the Exe- 
« cution of their Duty, and in their Perfons. and Properties; which Fas 
« been duly attended to. — It is with much Satisfaftion I inform you, that 
the Gentlemen of Eftate and Charadler, in the County of Renfrew, 
«* have voluntarily ftepped forward, and determined to fupport the Au- 
“ thority of the Civil Magiftrate. 

“ I have the Honour to be 

“SIR, 

“ Your moft Obedient 
“ Humble Servant, 

“HENRY DUNDAS. W 

“ Right Honble. Mr. Pitt.” 



■SIR, 



Whitehall, ad June, 1794. 



“ The Information I have received this Morning from Edinburgh ena- 
“ bles me to ftate to the Committee that the Tranfadtions communicated 
“ in my former Letters are farther cleared up by the Enquiries which have 
“ fince taken place in that City. 

“ Some of the Perfons who abfeonded on the firft Difcovery of the 
“ Arms concealed in certain Houfes have been difeovered and appre- 
“ hended ; and the Refult of thefe farther Enquiries confirms, in almoft 
*5 every Particular, the Account received from other Quarters, and the 
“ Import of which I have already laid before the Committee. — The 
“ Eftablilhment of a Secret Committee at Edinburgh, invefted with full 
“ Powers to diredt the future Operations of the Societies throughout 
“ Scotland ; the regular Corrcfpondence privately carried on by Means of 
“ Emiffaries difpatched to the different Towns ; the afeertaining the exadt 
“ Number of Perfons in thefe Societies, who were diredted to provide 
“ themfdves with Arms, and to hold themfelves in Readinefs for any 
“ Meafure which the Secret Committee might in due Time connjiu- 
“ nicatc; are confirmed by every Account and Information which the 

* Magiftrates 
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“ Magiftrates have received. And an Individual who has been lately 
“ taken into Cuftody has confirmed the Account received from a 
“ different Quarcer, of the dangerous Dcfign planned by the Edinburgh 
** Committee, of effecting a general Infurrettion as foon as they were 
“ ready and prepared for carry ing it into Execution, by the Seizure of the 
“ principal Magiftrates and Officers of the Law ac Midnight, and poffef- 
“ ling themfelves of the Prifons and Public Offices, as Hated to you in my 
“ Letter of the 23d May, and then communicated through a different 
“ Channel from that through which the prefent Confirmation of chefe 
“ Circumftances lias heen received. The Plan leems not only to have 
“ been difeuffed and deliberated on by the Ringleaders at Edinburgh, 
“ but to have proceeded a certain Degree in its Steps towards actual 
“ Execution, which appear to have been conducted with the utmoft 
“ Caution; and there isReafon to believe, that the Execution of the Plan 
“ was not to be confined to Edinburgh, but was meant to take place in 
“ fome of the moft confiderable Towns in Scotland on a certain Day, and 
“ at one and the lame Time. The proper and ufual Steps have been 
“ taken for bringing the Offenders to Trial ; and thofe againft whom the 
“ Information chiefly points are detained in Cuftody. 

“ I have the Honour to be, 

“SIR, 

" Tour moft obedient humble Servant, 

“HENRY DUNDAS." 

“ Right Honble. Mr. Pitt.” 



From what has been ftated it appears, that the Defign of arming, as far as 
it has yet proceeded, lias been conducted with great Secrecy and Caution, and 
at the fame Time with a remarkable Degree of Uniformity and Concert in 
Parts of the Kingdom remote from each other. The Weapons principally pro- 
vided feem to have been peculiarly calculated for the Purpofes of fudden 
Violence, and to have been chofen in Conformity to the Example of what has 
recently palled in France. The aftual Progrefs made in the Execution of the 
Defign, during the fhort Period of a few Weeks, fufficiently ffiews what might 
have been expe&ed, if the Societies had proceeded, without Interruption, in in- 
creafing the Number of their Members, and the Fund for providing Arms. 

YOUR COMMITTEE will next proceed to lay before the Houfe an Ac- 
count of various remarkable Circumftances, which have appeared in the Courfe 
of this Inveftigation, and which furnilh ftriking Inftances, either of the general 
Principles on which the chief Promoters of this Plan have afted, or of fpecific 
Meafures which they had in Contemplation, and which, from their Nature and 
Importance, deferve to be particularly noticed. 

The general DifpoGtion of the Perfons engaged in thefe Meafures, to ap- 
plaud and promote the new political Principles adopted in France, has been 
ftated in the former Report, and will be more detailed in the Sequel ; But it 

fceinj 
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feems proper to your Committee here to mention fome of the Letters of Two 
of the mod active Members of the Correlponding Society, which Ihew their 
Adherence to the Caufe of France in the prefent War j their Convidtion of the 
Connection between that Caufe and their own Objects; and their Views even of 
availing themfclves, if poilible, of the Affiitance of the French Arms in carry- 
ing heir Dcfigns into Execution. 



In a Letter from Hardy to the United Societies at Norwich, dated the 
Appendix B. 17th O&ober 179,1, which is inferred in the Appendix, there is this remark- 
*•) able PalT’ge — The Rejoicings for the Capcure of Valenciennes were not 
“ confined to Norwich alone. The Ignorant every where elfe throughout the 
“ Nation betrayed their Imbecility on the Occasion ; but the taking of a Town, 
“ the flaughcering of Thoufands of Human Beings ; the laying wade whole Pro- 
“. vinccs, or the enflaving a Nation (however great Evils they may he) can only, 
“ for a fraall Space of Time, retard the Progrefs of Truth and Reafon : Be not 
“ difheartened therefore , purfue your Plan, inltrudt Mankind, and Conditutionally 
“ fetyour Faces againd exiding Abules: Be afTured that many are our Friends, 
“ who only wait a favourable Opportunity openly to join us, while our Enemies 
“ have much enfeebled themfclves and their Caufe by arbitrary Exertions : 
“ Defpotifm is at its lad Gafp ; One or T wo Campaigns more will terminate 
Appendix B. “ j ts Exiftence." And in a iubfcqucnt Letter from Margaret to the United 
^ 3 ^ Societies at Norwich, dated in March lad, the Sentiments exprefTed are dill 

mote.ftriking : — •“ This Morning Ten Ships of War have left Spithead for the 
“ Channel, and it' is reported that the Bred Fleet is out. Rumour, always 
" magnifying Things, fays, there are Seventy Sail o’f the French at Sea, if fo , 
“ theremuftbe a Number of Transports among them, and a DESCENT MAY 
“ PROBABLY BE THE CONSEQUENCE. For God's Sake, my worthy 
“ Friends , do not relax in the Caufe of Freeaom — Continue as you ha ve begun y—con- 
u folidale your own Societies ; — unite with others-,— f erf ever e, and make no Doubt but 
“ foor.er or later your Endeavours will be crowned with Succefs .” Ac the Time of 
writing this lad Letter, Margaret was no longer in a Situation to take a Part 
in the Proceedings of the Society, being then on Board the Veffd in which he 
was to be tranfported. But it appears to your Committee, that thefe Expref- 
fions from him are of no fmall Importance, confidering the Share which he 
appears, by much concurrent Evidence, to have had, previous to his Convidtiori, 
in directing the Meafures which were adopted; the; uniform Approbation and 
Attachment which thofe Societies have fliewn him fince that Date ; and above 
all, that thefe very Sentiments- are addrefied to the United Societies at Norwich 
and that the Mention of an expected Defcent from France is immediately 
followed by an Exhortation to them to proceed, with fiefh Vigour, in the Purfuit 
of their DeGgns in this Country. ■ . 



Arp'Mwfi, B. The fame Spirit: appears in a Letter from the Secretary of the Corresponding 
(N° 2.) Society in the Month of January 1794 : “ Now is the Time for us to do [omelhing 
“ worthy of Men-, the brave Defenders of Liberty South of the Englifo Channel are 
" pet fir ming Wonders, driving their Enemies before them like Chaff before the WhirE 
“ wind." 

Your 
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Your Committee place lefs Reliance on Accounts of Words ufed in Con- 
verfation than on Evidence rei'ulting from written Documents ; but they never- 
thelefs think it proper to mention, that it has been diftin&ly Rated in Evidence, 
that, in the Prefence of Two or Three principal Members of" the Corrtfpor.ding 
Society, a Perfon (whole Name was mentioned) ufed the Expreffion, fpeaking 
of the French, that a f'iStory of theirs in Flanders was 3s ufeful to the Caulc 
as a Victory in St. George’s Fields j and the fame Perl'on appears to have held 
a Converfation with thel'e Members of the Society, relative to the Advantage 
which would be derived if the French could land 5,000 Men in this Coun- 
try, to join thofe who fhould rife here. 

Another leading Circumflance has appeared to your Committee, which, 
however incffeftual it has naturally proved, furnilhes.a ftrong collateral Proof 
of the Extent of the Views entertained, and that no Means, however criminal, 
were negle&ed for promoting them. The Circumftance referred to, is Defign, 
which has been the frequent Subject of Converfation among feme Members of 
the Correfponding Society, of endeavouring to feduce the Army from their 
Duty, and the a&ual Employment of Emiflaries to tamper with the Soldiers. 
In conformity with thefe Views, it alfo has appeared, that it was intended 
to prepare an Addrefs to the Army ; and a Paper has been difeovered in 'Scot- 
land, which has bee n already referred to, the Object of which was to endeavour 
to excite Difaffeftion in the Fencible Regiments in that Part of the King- 
dom, and which has actually been circulated with much Induftry among tr.c 
Soldiers of that Defcription. 

Various other Schemes of the meft daring and criminal Nature are alfo Rated, 
on the Evidence of Perfons who were prefent, to have been at different Times 
the Subjeft of Converfation among Perfons, the greateft Part of whom were 
Members of this Society. It even appears, that a Project has been particularly 
and repeatedly agitated among them, of ftriking a fudden Blow, and beginning 
by feenring the Royal Family, and the Members of both Houfcs of Parliament, 
with the Hope (as it was exprefied) “ that the Army, being without Leaders, 
“ would no longer oppofe dieir Attempts.” Particular Individuals have been 
pointed out in thefe Conventions, as Obje&s of perfonal Vengeance for their 
Public Conduit. Evidence has been given of Dilcourfcs held concerning the 
Refcue of the Delegates of the Scotch Convention, while on board the'franlport 
in the River. An Attack on Newgate was meditated, according 1 to a particular 
Plan referred to in the Converfation, with the View of releafing the Prifoners. 
A 'fimilar Converfation was held with refpect to an Attack on the Tower; 
and in the Letter from the Secretary of State, which has been inferted in a 
former Part of the Report, it appears that there is direit Evidence of a Plan 
regularly concerted at Edinburgh, for feizing, at an appointed Time, all the 
Public Offices in that City, the Banks, and the principal Members of the Courts 
of Juftice; and for making a fimilar Attempt (in conlequence of a Secret Con- 
cert among the Members of the Societies in different Places) at One and the 
fame Time, in fome of the moft confident bk Towns in Scotland. 

Your Committee do not Rate the various Ciraimftanccs which have been 
enumerated in this Parc of :the Report, as fhewing that thefe extenfive 
.Pxoje&s, -s»s far as relates to England, were as yet regularly digefted, or 
E ‘ 
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in fufficient Forwardnefs for actual Execution ; but ' the Evidence before them 
gives them every Reafon to believe that thefe Views have been deliberately 
entertained, and made the repeated Subject of Convention ; and they cannot 
but confider them as itrong Indications of the Principles and Intentions of the 
Parties concerned, and of the Nature of the Meafures which might have been 
■expetted if they had proceeded, without Interruption, in increaling their Numbers, 
and in providing Arms in the different Modes already ftated. 

There remains another Circurr.ftance which, however, as far as it has 
yet been lflveftigated, is traced diftinctly only to Two Individuals, both of 
-whom were Members of the C orrelpond i n g. S ociety, and principally concerned in 
fome of their moll remarkable Tranfa&ions: Whetherany other Members of the 
Society were or were not acquainted with it, has not appeared to your Committee. 
Three Copies have been produced to your Committee (in ail material Parts con- 
formable to each other) of a Paper which purports to be a Draft of Refolutions 
intended to be propofed at the Meeting which took place at Chalk Farm on the 
14th of April 1794. From the Blank left for the Place of Meeting, it leems 
.probable that it was prepared before that Place was fixed upon : The Refolu- 
'ions are different from thofe which pafied at the Meeting, and there is no Rea- 
lon to believe that they were in Faft propofed there; but diffinct Evidence has 
been given of the Hand Writing being that of the Pcrlbn in whofe Poffeffion 
One of the Copies was found, who is alio proved to have lhewn them as the 
Refolutions which he intended lhould be propofed at the Meeting ; and the 
Two other Copies were found among the Papers of one of the moll aflivc 
Members of the Society, who appears, previous to the Meeting at Chalk Farm, 

. to have been appointed, in Conjun&ion with fome others, to arrange the Mea- 
fures to be adapted, and at whofe Suggeftion (fubfequent to that Appointment) 
the Meeting is llattd to have been poftponed beyond the Time originally pro- 
pofed, becauie (as he is faid to have reprefented) more Time was neceflary to 
make known the Sentiments of the Society in bold and nervous Refolutions. 
Your Committee think it right here to infert the Paper itfelf, on which they 
will forbear to make any Comment. 

xt At a General Meeting of the London Correfponding Society, held at 
“ on Monday, the 14th Day of April, 1794. 

<c Citizen in the Chair, 

“ Refolved, That all Sovereign, Legiflative, and Judicial Powers are the 
“ Rights of the People ; and though the People have delegated thofe their 
“ Original Powers to others, in Tru/l, for the Benefit of the Community, yet 
,f the Rights rhemfelvcs are reierved by the People, and cannot be abfo- 
“ lutely parted with by the People to thofe Perfons who are employed to 
“ conduft the Bufinefs of the State. 

" Refolved, That the Conftitution of England is held by the King, 
“ Lords, and Commons, and other Officers appointed by the People, in 
.*•' Truji, for the Benefit of the People; and though thefe Truftees may re- 
“ gulate and improve the Conftitution, yet they -cannot alter or fubvert it 
** without pommittingTreafon againft the Nation'. 

<c Refolved, 
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<c Refolved, That Magna Charta , or THE GREAT CHARTER OF 
c THE LIBERTIES OF ENGLAND, made in the Reign ciF King 
‘ John ; THE PETI LION OF RIGH TS, a dented to hy Parliament in 
c the Reign of King Charles the I’* ; and the feveral Laws made at and 
c in Conlequence of the Glorious Revolution in the Year t6Ss, are de- 
‘ claratory of thofe Parts of the Conftitution of England, which are in and 
1 by them refpedtively declared. 

“ Refolved, That the Office of KING of England was not inftituted 
‘ by the People merely as an Office of Profit and Honour to the King, 

* but he was fo appointed as chief T ruftee and Guardian of the Confti- 

* tution and Rights of the People ; and that important and laborious per- 
:c fonal Duties are annexed to the Regal Office, the Objefls of which are, 

‘ to promote the Good of the People, and preferve their Rights in full 

* Vigour from Innovation and Corruption. 

“ Refolved, That it is the Duty of the King to preferve the Conftitution 
rt of England and the Rights of the People againft every Incroachment : 

:s and, in order to enforce that Duty, the following Oath is required to be 
“ taken by every King on his Acceffion to the Throne of Great Britain ; 
rc to wit: The Archbiffiop or Bifhop fhall (ay — Will you folemnly pro- 
“ mife and fwear to govern the People of this Kingdom of England, and 
‘ the Dominions thereto belonging, according to die Statutes in Parliament 
“ agreed on, and the Laws and Cuftoms of the fame.” 

“ The King or Queen fhall fay, “ I folemnly promife fo to do.” Arch- 
“ bifliop or Bifhop — “ Will you to your Power caufe Law and Juftice 
:c in Mercy to be executed in all your Judgments ?” ANS. “ I will.” 

“ After this, the King or Queen, laying his or her Hand on the Holy 
“ Gofpels, fhall fay — “ The Things which I have before promifed I will 
** perform and keep ; So help me God.” — and then fhall kifs the Book. 

* ( Refolved, That his prefent Majefty King George the Third, on his 
“ Acceffion to the Throne of thefe Realms, did folemnly take die faid 
u Oath. 

“ Refolved, That the Conftitutional Rights of the People have been vio- 
<c lated, and that it is die Duty of the People, in the prefent alarming Crifis, 
“ to aflemble and enquire into the Innovations or Infringements which have 
“ been made upon the Rights of the People, and how far the Declarations 
“ of the Conftitution, as they were fetded at the aforefaid Revolution, re- 
cc main in Force, and which of them have been violated, and by whom ; 
** and alfo whether fuch Innovations, Infringements, and Violations, have 
“ been committed from the Negligence or Corruption of thofe who have 
“ been intrufted with the Government of the State. 

“ Refolved, That this Society do invite the People to meet in their re- 
“ fpeftive Neighbourhoods, to eleft One or more Perfon or Perfons as 
“ Delegates to meet in a Convention, to be held on the Day of^ 

** next, at fuch Place as fhall be appointed by the Secret Committee 
** of this Society ; and that the Delegates fo elected do forthwith traiifmit 
“ to the Secretary of this Society, N* 9 Piccadilly, London, the Vouchers 
_ “of 
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« of their feveral Elections, in order that the Place of Meeting may be 
“ duly notified to them. 

« Refolved, That it is the Right and the bounden Duty of the People 
“ to punifh all Traitors ngainft the Nation, and dm the following Words 
“ are now not a Part of the Oath of Allegiance j to wit, “ 1 declare that 
“ it is not lawful, upon any Pretence whatever, to take Arms againft the 
« King.” 

Before the Committee quit this Part of the Subject, they think it not im- 
material to take fotne Notice of the different Means ufed to diffeminate Inch 
Principles as have been dated through the lower Orders of Society, and to 
familiarize their Minds, by every poffible Artifice, to fuch Ideas as might pre- 
pare them to be the Inlfruments of the inoft dangerous and defperate Defigns. 
Some of chefe Means may at Firft Sight be confidcred as too trivial to be men- 
tioned on an Occafion of this Importance j but they appear to your Committee 
in a very different Light, when they recolleft that an e Hen rial Part of fuch a 
Plan as has been in Agitation was to feduce and corrupt the thoughtlefe and unin- 
formed, and to make ufe of the Channels of Communication belt adapted to 
this Purpofe. The Appearance of Infignificance and Levity, which belongs at 
Firft Sight to this Part of die Syitem, is, in Truth, only an additional Proof 
of the Art and Induftry with which it has been purfued. The Mea- 
fures employed for this Purpofe appear to have been deliberately prepared, 
and every Contrivance ufed to mix them (in the Shape molt likely to 
captivate Attention) with the ordinary Occupations or Amufcments of thole 
on whom they were intended to .operate. Accordingly Left u res have been de- 
livered on Political Subjefts, calculated from their very Extravagance to 
catch the Attention of the Audience, and in the Courfe of them every 
Topic has been employed that could inflame their Minds, alienate them 
from the Laws and Conftitution of their Country, and habituate them to Prin- 
ciples ofSedition and Rebellion. The molt violent Publications to thefame Ef- 
feft have been fecretly, but generally, circulated in Hand Bills, both in the Me- 
tropolis and in the remote Parts of the Country. Every Point that could excite 
Difcontent, according to the Purfuits, Interefts, or Prejudices of different Claffes, 
has been fuccefCvely dwelt on, and Always in fuch a Manner as to conned it with 
the leading Defign. The Attempt to accomplifh this End has appeared in the 
Shape even of Play Bills and Songs ; Seditious Toafts j and a ftudied Seledion 
of the Tunes which have been molt in ufe in France fince the Revolution, have 
been applied to the fame Purpofe, of endeavouring to render deliberate Incite- 
ments to every Species of Trealon familiar to the Minds of the People. 



HAVING thus Hated die Points which the Committee have thought it 
material feparately.tojay before the Houfe, they will now proceed to thofe Par- 
ticulars which will give a full and djftinft View of the Rife, Progrefs, and Nature 
.of the general Defign with which the Faffs already ftated are eflentially con- 
aefted; for. this Purpofe your Committee will flute in their Report theRoints 

which 
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■which appear mnft worthy of Attention, inferring in the Appendix a more par- 
ticular Statement of the l'everal Proceedings to which they refer. In doing 
ii,i.> it will be neceflkry to advert to Tranfaccions, fume of which took place 
•at an early Period, and have already attracted Obfervarion ; but which it is 
neverthclefs material to infert in the Order in which they took place, becaufc 
they are highly important in explaining more recent Proceedings, and giving -a. 
connected View of the whole Syftem. 

The Period from which it appears to your Committee material to trace in 
•.this View the Proceedings of the Society for Conftituticnal Information, is thar 
oi' the Publication of the Pamphlet lb well known under the Tide of “ Rights 
“ of Man, by Thomas Paine.” 

Your Committee have already referred, in their former Report, to the Appro- 
bation given by the Society to this Work; and this is One of the Points on which 
they fliould not think it neceflkry now to dwell, if they did not feel it effential 
to the Object before Hated, of developing, the Rife and Progrefs of the Syftem 
which they are tracirg, to call the Attention of the Houle to the leading Fea- 
tures of a Work thus approved and recommended, in order to compare it with 
fubfequent Transactions of which it may be confidered as the Foundation. 

In this Pamphlet, publifhed in the Year 1791, the National Aflembly of 
France was reprefented as occupied in eftablifhing a Conftitution founded on 
the Rights of Man, and the Authority of the People, the only Authority on 
which [it was Hated] Government had a Right to exifttn any Country, Monarchy 
and H..ed:'r.ry Succe/jton were treated as Abfurdiiies; the Revolution cf 1608, 
And the Sucajfon of the Hoti/e of Hanover, were alfo made the Subject of Ridi- 
cule; and a DiHinCtion was drawn between Two Modes of Government, 
which were Hated to prevail in the World: FirH, Government by Election 
and Representation ; and, fecondly, Government by Hereditary Succeffion. The 
former generally known by the Name of Republic, the latter by that of Mo- 
narchy and AriHocracy. On the 23d March 1791, the Society Refolved, “ That 
*' the Thanks of the Society Ihould bo given to Mr. Thomas Paine, in the Terms 
“‘ex prefled in the Copy of their Refolution of this Day,” inferred in the Appendix. 
A Continuation of Paine s Book, intituled “ Rights of Man, Part the Second, 
“ • combining Principle and Praftice,’’ was publifhed early in 1792, in which the 
Principles 0! the Brltifh ConHitution were again attacked;, the Principles on 
which The French ConHitution, accepted by the King in 1791, had been eltab- 
lilhed, were approved, with an Exception of the Hereditary Surcefim to the Crown: 
This Pamphlet, recommending the Overthrow of the Briti/h ConHitution, 
ar.d die Eftablilhment of a Democratical Senate, as the foie Lcgiflative and Ex- 
ecutive Power of the State, was alio circulated with great Induftry; and die 
Society for ConHicutional Information, on the 1 6th of March 1792, exprefled 
their Approbation of the Work, in Anfwcr to a Letter from the Manchefter 
ConHicutional Society, containing the Thanks of that Society to Mr. Paine. 
On the 23d of March, 1792, the ConHicutional Society at Sheffield applied to 
the London Society, that Twelve of their Members might be admitted as aflb- 
ciated Members of the London Society ; and there appears in the Books of die 
F London 
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3 _ondon 5 ocicty a printed Paper of die Sheffield Society, in which that Society 
deciaies, that the Piattice as well as the Principle of Government was laid 
down in the Works intituled, “ Rights of Man, Part the Firft and Second,” in a 
"Manner Jo clear and irreftflibly convincing , that the Society refolved to give their 
Thanks to Mr. Paine for thofe Publications. 
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Other Entries, expreffive of Approbation of the fame Works, and of other fe- 
ditious Publications, frequently appear in the fame Books during the Courie of 
the Year 1792. 

In E after Term, .1791, an Information was filed in the Court of King’s Bench, 
by the King’s Attorney General, againft Thomas Paine, for writing and publifii- 
ing the laft Pamphlet, on which lie was convicted in December 1792. During 
this Profecution another Pamphlet was publillied, under the Title of “ An Ad- 
“ drefs to the Addreflers on die lace Proclamation, by Thomas Paine.” 
This Pamphlet, after Bating that ‘‘Two Revolutions had taken place, thofe 
“ of America and France,” added, “ both of them have rejetted the unnatural 
“ compounded Syjlem of the Englijh Government. “ America has declared againft 
“ all Hereditary Government, and eftabliftied the Reprefentative Syftem of Go- 
“ vernraent cnly ; France has entirely rejetted the Ariftocratical Part, and is 
“ now difeovering the Abfurdicy of the Monarchical, and is approaching faft to 
“ the Reprefentative Syftem.” The Pamphlet then treats Monarchy, and every 
Species of Hereditary Government, as a Fraud and Impoficion ; afierts “ for a 
“ Nation to be free it is fufficient that fhe wills it;” treats the Reform of Par- 
liament by Parliament itfelfas abfurd; denies the Power of Parliament to reform 
.ary Part of ti.e Conftitution ; afferts that it is not a Subjett cognizable 
before Parliament, and that the Right, and the Exercife of that Right, apper- 
tains to the Nation only, and that the proper Means is by a National Con- 
vention, eleiled for the Ptirpofeby all the People ; that fucti a Body, empowered and 
fupported by the Nation, would have Authority to demand Information upon all 
Matters neceflary to be enquired into, and the Nation would decree its own Re- 
forms. The Pamphlet then ftates that the Plan and Organization of a Conven- 
tion waseafy in Practice ; and proceeds to ffiew the Manner in which, fuppofing 
the Inhabitants of England to be Seven Millions, a Convention of 1,000 Members 
mightbe elected in an orderly Manner ; adding, that “ a Convention of i,oqo Per- 
“ fons, fairly elefted, would bring every Matter to a decided I flue.” This latter 
Pamphlet was not made the Subjett of any exprefs Refolutions of the Society ; 
but during the Profecution of Mr. Paine for the former Work, the Society for 
Confticutional Information entered into a Subfcription to defray his Expences, 
and encouraged the like Support from other Societies, as appears by feveral En- 
tries in the Bojks of the Society. And this Mark of their Approbation of his 
Principles having been continued after the Publication laft mentioned, feems to 
afford a full Proof that this Circumftance had made no Change in the Senti- 
ments of the Society towards him. 



The Principles laid down inthefe Publications appearing thus to be approved 
Append*! C. an ^ fo n ^ I0ne ^ by the Society,- will be found to be gradually and fucceffively 
jo .M«r.i 792. adopted and acted upon in their Proceedings. On the joth March 17 (pi, the 

-London 
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"London Correfponding Society fent to the Society for Conffitutional Informa- 
tion feveral Refolutions, among which were the following : 

That every Individual has a Right to fhare in the Government Of 
that Society of which he is a Member, unlefs incapacitated. 

“ That nothing "but Non-age, a Privation of Reafon, or an Offence 
“ againft the general Rules of Society, can incapacitate him.” 

Thde Refolutions, containing the Principle of Univerf.il Suffrage, were 
adopted without Rcferve, and with ftrong Expreffions of Approbation, by the 
Conftitutional Society. 

On the acth of April following, a Declaration from a Society in Southwark 
appears entered in the Books of the Conftitutional Society, with their Thanks 
for the Communication. This Declaration exprefies more fully the Grounds on 
win c'.i the Societies intended to proceed, adopting many important Principles 
•which had been made the Foundation of the French Revolution, in the following 
Terms : 



(< That nil Civil and Political Authority is derived from the People. 

<c That equal a&ive Citizenfhip is the unalienable Right of all Men, 
,c Minors, Criminals, and Ir.fanc Perfons excepted. 

“ That the Exercife of that Right, in appointing an adequate Repre- 
■*' Jentative Government , is the wifeft Device of Human Policy, and the 
“ only Security of National Freedom.” 



The Refolutions of the Sheffield Society having fuggefted Univerfal Suffrage, 
•and the Southwark Society luving added the general Idea of a Reprejentative 
Government , a Society, called The Norwich Revolution Society, on the 16th of 
April i j t,' , font a Letter to the Conffitutional Society, entered in the Minutes 
•of their Proceedings on the 4th of May 1792, in which there is this Paflage: 
This Society is willing to hope the Redrefs of every exifting Grievance 
a at the Hands of a Government refultirg from an extraordinary Convocation, 
in 1 683 , of all who had at any preceding Time been elected Reprefcnta- 
tives of the People, affifted by the Hereditary Councilors of the Nation, and 
■** a peculiar Deputation from the Metropolis, which National Gcnfiittuing jff- 
“ Jcmbly cafhiered for Mifconduft a King of the Houfe of Stuart.” 

It feems evidently to be the Intention of this Paflage to reprefent the Revo- 
lution of 1688 as a Precedent for a National Ctnjiituiing JJfembly, and to fhelter 
■under that Authority the indireft Recommendation of che Proceedings and 
Terms which have recently been adopted in France. 

.This Communication, with others from different Societies at Norwich, were 
(followed by a "Refolution, exprefling that the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
mation 
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mation received them with heart-felt SetisfaSfion,. and defired carneftly to con- 
cur and co-operate with thole Societies in their laudable Objects. 

They alfo elected Twelve Members of the Norwich Society afiociatcd 
Members of their own Society. 

And they added a Refolution, that a Committee fhould be appointed to con- 
fider whether any and what Communication ihould be made, and by what Means, 
by the Society, with die Society of F riends of die Conftitudon at Paris. 

It appears by Entries of the nth of May 1792, that "The Society of 
“ Friends of the Conftitudon at Paris,” mentioned in the former Refolution, were 
the Jacobin Club there ; and on the fame Day ic was refolved that there lliould 
be a Communication with that Club ; and an Addrefs was read and agreed to, 
and ordered to be figned by the Chairman, and cranfmitted to Paris. 

Towards the Cbfc of the fame Year, and fbme Time fubfequent to the Revo- 
lution of the io:h of Auguft, which finally deftroyed all Traces of Monarchy in 
France, the Society refolved to addrefs the National Convention, which was 
then inverted with the whole Legilladve and Executive Government, and was 
afiembled for the Purpofe of framing a new Conftitudon, and proceeding to the 
Trial of die King. This Paper is conceived in Terms which leave no Room 
to doubt of the Views of thofe who framed it. The Addrefs ftiles the 
Convention "Servants cf a Sovereign People, and Benefactors of Mankind:” Ic 
rejoices that die Revolution in France had arrived at that Point of Perfection 
vshicb enr.LLd the Society to addrefs the Convention ly that Tide ; and it declares that 
that is the only Tide that ca.i accord -with the Character of true Legijlatcrs : Ic 
fpcak; of the Proceedings of the 1 :th of Auguft as a glorious Victory, which 
had finally prepared the Way for a Conftitudon, which the Society, milled the 
Convention would tftablifh on the Bafis of Rcafon and Nature. It reprefents 
the Proceedings of the Convention as Labours in the Work of Human Hap- 
pinefs, and adds, « THE BENEFITS WILL IN PAR I' BE OURS, but 
“ the Glory will be all your own ; and it is the Reward of your Perfeverance * 
“ it is die Piizecf Virtue.” Then, diawing a Comparifon between the St..ce 
of Liberty in England, America, and France, it not only gives a decided 
Preference to the American Republic over the Brir-fh Monarchy, but treats the 
Splendor of the French Revolution as the Objeft of the higneft Admiration. 

This Addrefs was ordered to be prefented by Two of the Members of the 
Society at the Bar of the National Convention ; and it was prefented ac- 
cordingly. 

But the Terms of this Addrefs are not the on'y Evidence on this Head. An 
Addrrfs, framed a fhort Time before by the London Correlponding Society, 
which had been communicated to the Conftitutional Society, and had received 
their- exprefs Approbation, and which -was prefented likewife to the. French 
Convention, contained Paflages clearly exprefiing the fame Intent, and fug- 
gefting the Idea of a triple Alliance (not of Crowns, but) of the People , of 

America, 
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America, France, and Britain, to give Freedom to Europe, and Peace to the 
whole World. 

Thefe Tran factions are rendered (till more remarkable by the verbal Addrefs 
of the Deputies at the Time ofprefenting the Addrefs of the Society, and by the 
Anfwer of the Prefident, which they tranfmitted. The Letters of the Deputies 
to the Society have been found among the Papers of that Society, together with a 
Copy of the Addrefs of the Deputies, and the Anfwer of the Prefident. In the 
Firit, after pointing out their Wilhes to effe<ft in their own Country a Revolution 
timilar to that made in France, the Deputies confider the Example of France as 
having made Revolutions eajy, and add, that it would not be extraordinary if, in a 
Ihort Space of Time, the French (hould fend Addrefies of Congratulation to a 
National Convention of England-, and the Prefident in his Anfwer fays, " The Mo- 
«« ment, without Doubt, approaches when the French will bring Congratulations 
1C to the National Convention of Great Britain.” 

On the 7th of December 1792, the Letter of the Deputies was read in the 
Society, as appears by an Entry in their Books. 

In January 1793, Barrere, Roland, and St. Andre were defied (as has been 
mentioned in the former Report) Honorary Members of the Society ; and on the 
lit February, the Speeches of Barrere and St. Andre were ordered to be entered 
on the Books of the Society, and this Refolution ordered to be printed in the 
News-papers, which it a&ually was on the 5th of February 1793. 

The Circumftance of the Time at which this marked Approbation was 
publicly given to leading Members of the National Convention of France, 
would render this Meafure of itfelf a ftrong Indication of the Views of the So- 
ciety, and as fuch it was referred to by the Committee in their former 
Report. 

But on more particular Reference to the Speeches themfelvcs, which were thus 
recommended to Public Notice, this Tranfaftion will be found to be of much 
■ more Importance j it is not barely an Approbation of leading Perfons profef- 
fing Principles, and purfiling Meafurcs, hoftile to the general Interefts of the 
Country : The Speeches were delivered for the exprefs Purpofe of accelerating 
the Condeirmadon and Execution of the French King. The Doftrines con- 
tained in them direftly relate to the precife Objeft of a National Conven- 
tion, and to the Queftion of the perfonal Refponfibility of Sovereigns : they con- 
tain a Statement of the Rights, Duties, and Fun&ions of fuch an Afiernbly; 
which cannot be fuppofed to have been recommended to the Public Attention 
for any odier pollible Purpofe than that of laying the Foundation of a fimilar 
Proceeding in this Country, and that with the diredt Intention of employing it 
for the Deftrudlion of the Sovereign, and the utter Subverfion of the Conftitu- 
tion. This Conclufion will be fully juftified by an Extract from the Speeches 
in Queftion, which are exprefied in Terms fo remarkable, that the Committee 
cannot too ftrongly recommend them 10 the Attention of the Houle. 

G The 
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The following Paflage is extracted from Sc. Andre’s Speech. 

•« Your Right to decide the. Fate of the King, arifes from your being a 
“ Revolutionary Affembly created by the Nation, in a State of Inlur- 
“ . region." 

Barrere’s Speech is much mare full and more fyftematically reafoned.; 
-it is divided into feveraj -Heads, from which. the following Extrads are 
*aken. 

“ This Proceeding ({peaking of che Trial -of the King) js of thehigheft 
■“ lir.poitance to Public Order, abfolutely neceliary to the Exiftenfe of 
“ Liberty, and connected with whatever is held molt facred by the Na- 
■ “ cion. From the Cahv.ncfs and Temper which have diitinguifhed the 
“ Deliberations of the Convention on this Occdion, it may be forefeen 
tlir.t J ulUce and Reafon will direct its tkimace Sentence. Hillary will 
record the {biking Cone aft b. tween Kings, who in .the Midtt of the 
“ Difiipation of Courts fign Profcripdons and Death Warrants for the 
“ DeltrucHon of Thoufands of Citizens, and the Reprefencatives of the 
“ People, who deliberate with Wifdom and Caution on the Punifli- 
ment of a lingle.Defpot. 

“ It is the Deftiny of Kings to be the Occafion of the Calamities of the 
“ People, whether they remain on. their -Thrones, or .whether they ace 
“ precipitated from them. 

■" PART nt 

Whether the Per Jon of the King be inviolable. 

“ The People of Paris, by making an holy Infurreftion againft die King 
“ on the icth of Auguft, deprived him of his Character of Inviolability. 
4< The People of the other Departments • applauded this Infurredlion, and 
“ adopted the Confequer.ee of it. The People have therefore formally 
“ interpofed to dedroy this Royai 'Inviolability. Tl;e tacit Confent of rhe 
“ People rendered the Perfcn of the King inviolable. '1 he -Ait of Infur- 
,r redtion was a tacit Repeal of that Confent, and was founded on the lame 
“ Grounds of Law as the Confent itfelf— The King’s Perfon'is inviolable 
w only with relatiou to the other Blanches of the LegiP.ature, but not -with 
“ relation to the People. - ” 



“ P A R T III'. 



■“ Whether or. sipped fbdl le made to the People ? 
The People is the Sovereign. 



A Cart ven- ' 
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<c A Convention differs from an ordinary Legislature in this Rcfpech — 

<f A Legislature is only a Species of fuperiiitcnding Magistracy, a Mode- 
« rator of the Powers of Government. — A Convention ia a perfect Repre- 
a fentation of the Sovereign. — The Members of the LegiQative ASTembly 
« afted in Auguft upon thefe Principles. — In fummoning die Convention 
tc they declare, that they faw buc one Meafure which could fave France ; 
tc namely, to have Recourfe to the fupreme Will of the People, and to 
invite the People to exercile immediately chat inalienable Right of So- 
“ vercignty which the Constitution had acknowledged, and which it could 
<l not fubjeft to any Reftridtion. The Public Interest required that the 
xt People Should manifeft their Will by the Election of a National Con- 
•** ventiou, formed cf Reprefentacives invested by the People with unlimit< cl 
' c: Powers. — The People did manifest their Will, by the b ledtion of tbac 
“ Convention. —The Convention being aflemblcd, is itfclf chat Sovereign 
“ Will which ought to prevail. -It would be contrary ro every Principle, 

<c to fuppofe that the Convention is not alone exclusively the Expression 
<c of the general W ill. 

" The Powers of the Convention muSt, from die very Nature of the 
" ASTembly, be unlimited with refpedt to every Meafure of general Safety, 
<c Such as the Execution of a Tyrant. — It is no longer a Convention if it 
“ has not Power to judge the King. 

“ A Convention is a constituent Body, i. e. a Body that is to make a 
■" Constitution for the People. —A Legislature makes Laws under an efta- 
Xf bliShed Constitution, and in conformity to it. It is Defporifm when in 
“ the ordinary and permanent Establishment of a State there is no Separay 
tion of Powers; but it is of the very ESTcnce of a constituent Body to 
“ concenter for die Time all Authority . — U is the very Nature of a Na- 
“ tional Convention to be the temporary Image of t! e Nation, -to unite in 
“ itfclf all die Powers of the State, to employ them againSt the Enemies of 
“ Liberty, and co distribute them in a new Social Compact called a Con- 
u fticution. 

“ Behold that Constituent ASTembly which laid the foil Foundations of 
" your Liberty 1 Behold that Revolutionary Genius! which broke through 
“ every Impediment, exceeded its delegated Authority, created its own 
<c Powers according to die Exigencies of Liirrn, and ro the occafional 
" Wants of the People, ddtiwecl all Prejudices by the Force of that 
“ Public Opinion to which ic gave Birth, obliterated all Privileges, abo- 
“ lifned all the Parliaments, changed the Form and Tenure of all Pro- 
,c perty, as well the Measure and Sign of all Value, and made a perjured 
<c King its Prisoner 1 Nothing was wanting to inv.nortaliv.e that Alu-mb-v, 
“ but to have delivered France from die Calamity of Kingly Government, 
” and to have relieved you from the Duty cf judging the ial't of your 
“ Kings. 

« With 
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“ With this Example before your Eyes, you hcfitate even in the FiCft 
« Step of your Duty. — Am I then no longer in the Midftof that National 
“ Convention, whofe honourable Million it was to deftroy Kings and 
“ Royalty ?” 



HAVING thus traced the Proceedings of the Society for Conftitutional 
Information to the Period when the Commencement of the War with France 
neceffarily interrupted the Developement of their Principles and Defigns by their 
Correfpondence wich that Country, your Committee will now lay before the 
Houle fuch Particulars as relate to their Proceedings at Home, in Concert with 
the London Correfponding Society, and with the fcveral Societies in different 
Parts of the Country, during the fame Period. 

Fromthefe it will appear — That not only the London Correfponding Society, 
but all the principal Societies in the Country, have been regulated under the im- 
mediate Aufpices of the Society for Conftitutional Information, and have, both in 
their Origin and Progrefs, looked up to that Society for their Guidance and Di- 
rection in the Purfuit of their common Objeft : 

That particularly fince the Inftitution of the Correfponding Society, which 
appears from a very early Period to have had an intimate Connexion with the 
Society for Conftitutional Information, a Syftem of General Correfpondence has 
been eftablilhed, by Means of which the Principles of that Society (fuch as they 
have been already, ftated) have been widely diffufed and difieminated through 
the Country : 

That throughout the Whole of this extenfive Correfpondence, the ftrong- 
eft Marks appear of an almoft univerfal Agreement and Co-operation 
among the Country Societies, not only in the general Principles to which your 
Committee has already referred, but alfo in the Nature and Frame of the 
Societies, in the Syftem of Concert and Delegation, and in the particular Objeft 
of forming a National Convention for the Purpofe of carrying their Principles 
into full Effeft; and that Traces of this .Defign are to be found, in a.greater or 
lefs Degree at a very early Period of this Correfpondence. 

The London Correfponding Society was inftituted in January 1792. A general 
Account of the Plan according to which it was formedand diftributed into different 
Divifions, has-already been given in the laft Report, and a Lift of the Number 
of Divifions, which had been gradually eftablilhed, has been found among the 
Papers in the Poffdfion of the Secretary- 

Appendix D. In one of the Firft Communications from the London Correfponding Society 
• 14.Mtt.1792. to the Society for .Conftitutional Information, they ftate that “The Delegates 
“ of the Correfponding Society think it their Duty to acquaint the Conftitutional 
" Society, without Delay, of the Subfcription begun amongft feveral of their 
“ .Divifions for.theJDefence of the Profecution faid.to be commenced againft that 

.worthy 
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Cf worthy Member of the Conftitutional Society, Mr. Thomas Paine, in con- 
" fequencc of his valuable Publication', intituled <f The Rights of Man j” and 
* { that they had no Doubt that a numerous Body would be found to follow an 
“ Example, fo juft in, itfdl, and fo efientialto the Support of that fi nail Portion 
“ of Liberty which the People of England are ftiil fuppofel to enjoy. That 
" the Approbation and Encouragement which their feeble Endeavours had met 
cc with from the Conftitutional Society, made them defirnus of uniting more 
“ ftrongly and more immediately with that Society, and for this Purpofe they 
<c wilhed that Six of their Members might be admitted into the Conftitudonul 
“ Society, after die Manner of thofe received from the Societies at Sheffield and 
“ Norwich.” 

The London Correfponding Si cicty fignify that they are highly favoured by the 
Readinefs of the Conftitutional Society to admit Six of their Members, and 
that their Senfe of the F. vc.ur fo conferred will be beft exord&d by their dole 
Attendance at the Inftru&ive Meetings of the Conftitutio'nal Society, and by 
their conftant Endeavours to forward die fo beneficial, and fo much wanted Re- 
form of Parliamentary Reprefentadom 

The following Series of Extiatfts is taken from the Correfpondencc, both of 
the Society for Conftitutional Information and of the London Correfponding 
Society, with the feveral Societies inflituted in the Country. 

The Firft is a f etter from Sheffield to the Secretary of the Conftitudonal So- 
ciety, dated r 5th January 1792, ftating that the Society eftablifhed at Sheffield 
humbly folicits the Advice and Afllftance of the Conftitutional Society for the 
Purpofe of forming a Connexion •sdtb allfimilar Sccieties in England ; and adds, 
that Information of the Methods, Terms, and Manner of Application for 
the above Purpofe, as likewifc the AdmiTion of One of their Members into the 
Conftitutional Society, will be efteemed a particular Favour, and gratefully ac- 
knowledged. In the Fnfcfcriyr to the Letter, an Account is given of the 
Orig'n of the Shcfficll Society ; end it is ftated, that it at firft originated in 
an Alfembly of l ive or Six Mechanics, who from Converfation about die 
enormous high Price of Proviuons, the unbounded Authority of the Monopolifts 
of all Ranks, from the King to the Peafant, and the Wafte of the Public 
Property by Placemen, Peuftaners, Luxury, and Debauchery, together with 
the Mori; IL pt-f. tit. irion of the People, concluded that nothing but Ignorance 
in the People could fuftlr the natural Rights of every Free Man to be thus 
violated. They formed a Society, which was gradually increafing, and di- 
vided into fcpanve Bodies. They re-publithed Paine’s Righcs -of Man at 
the low Price of 6 d. each Copy, to which they propofed to annex an Abstract 
of the noted iniquitous Corn Billoflaft Year. 

The fame Society at Sheffield, in a Letter to the Conftitutional Society, men- 
tion that their Numbers increafe, for that moll of the Towns and Villages in 
the Neighbourhood are forming themfelves into fimilar AiTociations, and 
ftritftly adhere to the Mode of copying the Sheffield Society. They return 
Thanks for the kind Communications which they have received from the prin- 
cipal Members of the Conftitutional Society j and they enclofe a Parcel for 
H ' the 
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Ipnndim; Society, j 
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Appendix D. 



Sheffield, 1 
*S Jan. 1792. J 



Sheffield, ") 
14 March J792. } 



ShcJirl x 
£4 Match 1792. 



■Mnnchffter, 
ij March 1792. 



"Norwich, 

24 March I792. 
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the Secretary of the London Correlponding Society, in Anfwer to a Letter of 
his, by which he had informed them, that there were in London a Number of 
Mechanics, Shopkeepers, &c. forming thcmfelves into a Society, on the broad 
Bafts cf the Rights of Man, and defiring to know the Manner of condudting this 
Bufinei's at Sheffield : In Anfwer to which, the Sheffield Society had given them 
their Manner of Proceeding, and hoped it might be of fome Ufe, as the im- 
provement they were about to adopt was certainly the bed for managing large 
Bodies in great and populous Towns, viz. dividing them into fmall Bodies or 
Meetings of Ten Perfons each, and thefe Ten Perl’ons to appoint a Delegate ; 
Ten of thefe Delegates to form another Meeting; and fo on, delegating from One 
to another, til! at lajl they are reduced to a proper Number for conftituting the 
Commit lee or Grand Council. 

The Society at Sheffield exprefs their Determination to obtain a radical Reform 
of the Country , as foon as Prudence and Difcretion will permit, and to efiablifs 
it upon that Syjlem which is ccnfiftent with the Rights of Alan ; for thefe Reafons, 
they reqtied, that certain Members of their Society may be admitted into the 
Confcitutional Society, in order that the Society at Sheffield may be drength- 
■ened, and enabled to extend ufeful Knowledge from 'Town to Village, and from 
Village to Town, until the whole Nation be fujjiciently enlightened and united in the 
fame. Caufc ; which, they fay, cannot fail of being the Cafe, wherever the nwjl excellent 
Works of Mr. Thomas Paine fmd Reft deuce. 



The Confiitutional Society at Mancheder tranfmit Copy of their Refolution 
to the Conditutional Society in London, in which they raolve that their Thanks 
are due to Mr. Thomas Paine, for the Publication of the Second Part of the Rights of 
Man, combining Principle and Brattice : They file it a Work of the bigbef Import- 
ance to every Nation under Heaven, but particularly to this: They exprefs their 
Hope, that in Confequence of the Effedt of this Work a complete Reform in 
the prefent inadequate State of the Rcprefentarion of die People will be ac- 
compfiffied; and that the other great Plans of Public Benefit which Mr. Paine 
has fo powerfully recommended will fpcedily be carried into Effedt. 



The Delegates of the United Conditutional Societies at Norwich commu- 
| nicate to the London Society for Conditutional Information a Number of 
Refolution 1 :, in which they exprefs their Happinefs at the Admifiion of the De- 
legation from Sheffield, in order to form a Plan of General Information: 
They humbly beg to be admitted to the fame Favour, and exprefs their Wifb 
that all the Societies of a fmilar Kind in England were frongly and in’dijfolubly united 
in one Political Body : They return their Thankfc to Mr. Thomas Paine, for his 
Fird and Second Parts of the Rights of Man : They fincerelv wifn that he may 
fee his Labours crowned with Succefs in die general Diffiifion of Liberty and 
Happinels among Mankind : They fignify that their Numbers are increafing ; 
and they earnedly entreat all their Brethren to increafe their AlTociations, in 
order to form One Grand Extenfive Union of all the Friends of General Li~ 

k 'V' 

In 



Printed image digitised by Hie Uni versify of Southampton Library [Digitisation Unit 




( 3 ' ) 



In a Letter to the Secretary of the London Correfponding Society, the 
Society at’ Stockport return Thanks to the Correfponding Society, for cheir 
Kindnefs, which they fay will be uleful in the Formation of the Infant Society at 
that Place ; that they Hand much in Need of cheir Experience in this Particular. 
They (late, that they have carefully perufed the Addreffes, of which a Parcel 
has been lent them by the London Correfponding Society ; and obierve on their 
Contents in general, that the Sentiments hardly rife to that I leighth which they 
expedited from Men ienfible of their full Claims to abfolvite and uncontroulable 
Liberty, i. e. unaccountable to any rower which they have not immediately confi; luted 
and appointed. They further flate, that thefe are their Sentiments, whatever be 
thole of the London Correfponding Society, though in the prefenc State of 
Political Knowledge it may be prudent not to avow them openly ; they defire to be 
informed of the Means of accomplishing their common Objedl ; and they con- 
clude with the following Words : 



$ >rl:;vu 



“ We obferve One Expreffion, which fays, numerous other Reforms 
“ would undoubtedly cake place, 8cc. &c. 

“ But we afk, How is that Parliament to be chofen? Can we expedt it from 
tf the prefent Order of Things ? IVwld not the Evil be done away at Once 
“ ly the People ajfembled in Convention ? — Does it appear probable that the 
“ odious Laws of which we complain will be abolifhed by any other 
“ Way? Can the Grievances arifmg from Arifiocracy be redrejfed, while the 

retains its prefent Authority in the Left flat ure? Is the univerfal Right 

<c of ( onfcience ever to be attained, while the B. maintain their Seats on the 

“ Your Thoughts on thefe important Points, we mod earneftly de- 
T * fire may be tranfmitted as foon as polfible, not diredted as the laft, as. 
“ we fear it will excite Sufpicion.’’ 

** (Signed) 



A Letter from Margarot, (the Prefident) to the Friends of Univerfal Peace 
and the 'Rights of Man, at Stockport, fays, “ With regard to die Publications 
“ of the London Correfponding Society, they are expreifedin as ftrong Terms as 
“ Prudence will permit, yet plainly enough to convince the Public, thatwhile we 
<c expefl: every Thing from an honeft and Annual Parliament, nothing fiiorc of 
" fuchaSt nate, chofcn by the whole Nation, will facisfy us.” — The Letter proceeds 
to ftate an Intention of countenancing the Struggle of the French Nation againft 1 
Defpotifm and Arifiocracy, by addrefiing the French National Convention. 



fpondingSocwty, > 
Od. 17 91. 



A Copy of the Addrefs is enclofed, and a Concurrence of the Stockport 
Society is folicited. The Letter concludes thus : “If on the contrary you 
“ difapprove of that Mark of Zeal towards the only Nation that has hitherto un- 
M dertaken to reftore Mankind to their jufi Rights, pleafe to communicate 
** to us yoyr Objections.” 

A Letwr 
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• A letter from the Editors of The Patriot, to the Secretary of the London 
Correfponding Society, expreffes their Commendation of the laudable Spirit 
which has induced the London Correfponding Society to addrefs the Convention 
of France; (bates the Encouragement which they had given to the Society at 
Stockport; and exhorts the London Correfponding Society alio to give it their 
Sanction, Advice, and Support ; announces that fcvcral Societies have been 
formed within the lalb Three Weeks at Edinburgh, and that they had received 
fome molt fpirited Communications from thence. The Letter concludes : “ We 
“ dearly forefee that Scotland will foon take the Lead of this Country, and con- 
xc ceive it will be neceffary to take thegreatell Care that an univerfal Communi- 
e< cation fliould be conftandy kept up between the feveral Societies, however 
** diibant, and that all fhould determine to adt upon the lame Principle, as near 

as may be, in a regular and adtive Union. It was by this Method that France 
“ became fo thoroughly united, and we ought never to lofe Sight of it.” 

A Letter from the Secretary to the Society at Stockport, to the Secretary 
of the London Correfponding Society, has thefe Terms. 



} 



“ I am diredbed by the Friends of Univerfal Peace and the Rights of 
Man y to inform you that we received Two Lecters from you, the 
Fidt dated September at, requesting us to concert with you ihtranl- 
mitting to the French National Convention an Addrels figned by 
every Member, &c. &c. 



“ With refpedt to the Suhftance of this Letter , we believe that the 
“ Carfi of the French is that of every individual Perfon in Europe, that is 
cf not fattening cn Plunder, or through Ignorance, Obftinacy, and Inat- 
<c tention, fit unconcerned, and will not be perfuaded to cohfider, al- 
“ though inevitable Ruin fhould be the' awful Cctnfequence. 

“ We therefore think it highly neceffary to. add our friendly Aid. and 
“ Affiftance, in' order to fimulate the oppnffedFrknds of Freedom in France 
*' ag.iinlt all the Dtfpols in Europe (who arc combined againft the juft and 
** tquai Rights- of Man) by alluring them that we view thtw Jignal Exer- 
<c tkns and wonderful I tileries with Admiration, together with the Extine - 
“ lion of treacherous R falls, and the reftpring to every Individual bis equal 
“ and indubitable Rights,, as Fellow Men and Free Citizens-, and that our 
tc Hearts arc united with theirs as in One common Cd:i/e, cbnfidcring as 
fC in a great Mcafure their Viftoiy our Emancipation, together with their 
te own. 

tf Yet, fliould it ever be the .Cafe that our Miniftry Should be fo per- 
“ fdicus as, contrary' to their pledged Faith of Neutrality, to join the exe- 
“ f^blc Band of Defpots againfl the Cftufe of Freedom, we : wili Hand 1 for- 
“ ward, even to the hazarding our Lives, by ufing every juftifiable Means 
“ to councera6t tlieir Machinations, and give to the Friends of Freedom 
“ all the Encouragcrrfent and Support which- we feverally unfupported 
** can afford. 1 ’ 



Letter 
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A Letter to the Secretary of the London Society for Conftitutional Informa- Leieefi*r, l 

tion, ftates that the People of Leiceftcr are to have their Firft adjourned Meeting 9 Nov ' ' 79t ' * 

in a few Days, and that they Hand in Need of a Sort of Creed for immediate 
Publica'.itn ■, and One from the Norwich Society ftates, diat having found that Norwich, l 
the Friends of dr People, and Society for Conftitutional Information, do not 11 ov,, 79 *- i 
exactly agree, they wi!li to know the Reafon. That it appears to them 
that the Difference was this — The Friends of the People mean only 
a pardal Reform, becaufe they leave out the Words expreffing the Duke of 
Richmond’s Plan, and talk only of a Reform; while the Manchefter People 
feem to intimate, by addrefling Mr. Paine, that they were intent upon Repub- 
lican Principles only ; to come clofe to the main Queftion, they defire to 
know whether the Generality of the Societies mean to reft fatistied with the 
Duke of Richmond’s Plan only, or whether it is their private De/ign to rip up 
Monarchy by the Root, and to place Democracy in its Stead ? — The Letter then gives 
an Account of the Plan which the Norwich Society wifh to obtain, and which 
has already been moved for at their General Meeting, namely, a full and equal 
Rcprcfentation of the whole Body of the People. 

The Manchefter Reformation Society ftate, that the Caul'e of Liberty goes Mmchcltcr, ) 
on rapidly in that Town; their Numbers increafe; and they defire to be admit- >3 Nov. 1791. f 
ted to correfpond with the London Society for Conftitutional Information. 

A Society at Leicefter requeft every Particular requifite to enable them to Leiccflcr, 7 
cftablilh a Conftitutional Society there, fimilar to that in London, and diofe at 15 No*. 179*. \ 
Manchefter, Stockport, &c. They defire all that is nccefiary by the Firft 
Mail;— they ftate, that they want Laws, Orders, Principles, Creeds; Addrefles, 

Declarations, and Refolutions ; and a Letter from a Meeting at Coventry fo- Coventry, 3 
licits the London Society for Conftitutional Information to tranfmit a Plan of 16 Nov - * 79 ^ t 
the Sheffield, or any odier Society which they may think beft adapted to pro- 
duce the End of eftablifhing a Conftitutional Society at Coventry. 

When the London Correfponding Society found that their Condudt began jo Nov. 179*,. 
to attract Notice, they publifhed a long Juftification of it, which they commu- 
nicated to the Society for Conftitudonal Information. This Paper, the pro- 
fefled Objedt of which is to prove the Moderation of the Society, and to vindi- 
cate them from the Imputation thrown out againft them, concludes in the fol- 
lowing Words; — “Let us wait, and watch the enfuing Seffion of Parliament, 

“ from which we have much to hope, and little to fear. The Houfe of Cera- 
“ mons may have been the Source of our Calamity — it may prove that of our' 

“ Deliverance; ihould it not, we truft we (hall not prove ourfelves unworthy of 
“ our Forefathers, whofe Exertions in the Caufe of Mankind fo well deferve 
“ our Imitation." 



I 



TOUR 
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Appendix C. 
U April i m . 



Appendix E. 
,March 1793. 



Norwich, 
March *793- 



YOUR COMMITTEE have thus given a View of the different 
Proceedings to the Clofe of die Y ear 1792. Early in 1793, the joint Corrcfpond- 
ence of the Two Societies in London with the Country Societies feems to Iiavc 
been direfted to the oftenfib’e Purpofe of obtaining Petitions to the Houfe of 
Commons in Favour of a Reform in the Parliamentary Reprdcntation, and alfo 
Petitions from the fame Societies againftthe Continuance of the War. — A Series 
of Letters relating to tbefe Objects is infer ted in the Appendix : But your Com- 
mittee think it neceffary to call the particular Attention of the Houfe to Eictrafts 
from fome Part of this Correfpondence, from which it will appear, that the 
Meafure oi'nddrefling Petitions to the Houle of Commons in 1793, on cite Sub- 
ject of Parliamentary Reform, was adopted without either any Approbation of 
that Mode of Application, or any Hope of Succefs in ics profefied Objedt; 
and that the Societies approved of thole Petitions, even in the exceptionable 
Language in which they were exprefi'ed, with no other View than that of ac- 
commodating themfelves, for a Time, to fuppofed Prejudices and Circum- 
(lances, and of opening the Way to the Profecuticn of their Dcfign in that 
Mode which they have fince ' actually purfued, and which appears even then 
to have been in their Contemplation. From lome of diefe Letters it is evident, 
that the London Correlponding Society had, previous to the Month of March 
1793 (although the Letter icfelf, in which they did lo, lias not been found) Rated, 
for the Confideration of the Country Societies, Three Proportions: 

Firft, A Petition to Parliament. 

Secondly, A Petition to the King. 

Thirdly, A Convention. 

And in a fubfequent Letter of the 4th of March, from the Correfponding 
Society to the Society at Sheffield, there is this Paragraph : 

" With regard to petitioning Parliament, we are unanimoufly of Opinion, 
“ that Juch a Petition will not produce a Reform ■, yet from many Confider- 
tc ations we are now perfuaded, that if every Society in the ljland will fend 
“ forward a Petition, we Hull ultimately gain Ground, for as much as it will 
tc force the Members of the Senate repeatedly to difeufs the Subject, and 
“ their Deliberations, printed in the different News- papers, will moil na- 
“ rurally awaken the Public Mind towards the Object of our Purfuit. The 
“ Nation, once informed that a Reform in Parliament is fought for in dif- 
“ ferent Quarters, gives life to Debates in the Houfe of Commons (and is 
** acknowledged in every Rank to be wanting) will begin to exercife their 
“ own Reafons on the Subjedt; — arrived at that Period, we prefume our Bufi- 
“ nefs will he nearly acctmplijhed." 

In a Letter from the United Political Societies at Norwich, dated 5th 
March 1793, to the Society for Comtirutional Information, they Rate, that 
they fee a great Propriety in Univerfal Suffrage and Annual Election ; but 
wifh to know what has been colledled to be the Senfe of the People; that the 
Correfponding Societies of London have recently fubmitted Three Propofitions 
for their InveRigation : 

Whether 
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Whether a Petition to Parliament, or an Addrefs to the King, or a Con- 
vention : They fay, that they arc a conquered People under that degrading 
Necefficy — to ftate their Grievances to the H.mfe of Commons, with a Requel!: 
for Redrcfs ; and fhould they refill's to grant their realonable Petitions, they 
have ftiil got (no Thanks to them) a formidable Engine that will convey the 
Inlulc to the remoteft Parts of the Kingdom. — As to the Propriety of the 
Second, they fay, they are dubious of its good Confequrnces. — Laflly, as to 
a Ccr.ve alien, they Jay , it is the OkjeSi that they purfue ; that they (JiesKi any 
other Means only in Subordination to, end as having a Tendency to accomplijk that 
definable End-, but, they add, wifhing to be in Union with their Brethren, they 
defire to know whether it is neceffary ro obtain Signatures to a Petition. 

The Anfwer to rhis Letter from Norwich has been already mentioned in the Correfponding 
former Report: Ir refers to the Three Queftions Rated, and contains the Socie ‘>'* 16 Apr 
Paragraph inferred in the former Report. * 793 ‘ 

“ Where, then, are we to look for the Remedy ? — to that Parliament of 
“ which we complain ? — to the Executive Power, which is implicitly obeyed, 

“ if not anticipated in Parliament ? or to ourfelves, reprefented in fomc 
“ Meeting of Delegates for the efpecial Purpoie of Reform, which we {up- 
“ pofe you underftand by the Term Convention ?” It then proceeds : 

“ It is the End of each of thefe Propofitions, that wc ought to look to j and 
" as Succefi. in a good Caufe mull be the Effcdt of Perfeverantfe, and the 
“ rifing llcafon of the Time, let us determine with Coolnefs, but let us perfe- 
“ vere with Dccifion. As to a Convention, we regard it as a Plan, the mod 
“ defirable and molt practicable, fo loon as the great Body of the People fhall 
“ be courageous and virtuous enough to join us in the Attempt. Hitherto 
“ we have no Reafon to believe that the Moment is arrived for that Purpofe. 

“ As to any Petition to the Crown, we believe it hopelcls in its Confequences. 

“ With refpedl: to the laft of the Propofals, wc arc at a Lois to advife. If 
“ the Event is looked to in the Vote which may be obtained from that Body 
“ to whom this Petition is to be addrefied, which of us can look to it with- 
“ out the Profpedt of an abfblute Negative r In tliis Point of View, therefore, 

“ it cannot require a Moment’s C-onfideration. 

“ But if we regard the Policy of fuch a Meafure, it may in our Apprehen- 
“ fion be well worth cor.fidtring as a warning Voice to our prefen c Legiflators, 

« and as a Signal for Imitation to the Majority of the People. 

“ Should fuch a Plan be vigoroufly and generally purfiied, it would hold 
“ out a Certainty ro our Fellow Countrymen, that we are not a Handful ofln- 
« dividuals unworthy of .Attention or Confederation, who defire the Rcfloration 
“ of the ancient Liberties of England j but, on the contrary, it might bring 
‘1 .into Light that Holt ot well-meaning Men, who, in the different Towns 
ft and Counties of this Realm, are filently but lerioufly anxious for Reform- 
“ tion hi the Government. 

“ We exhort you with Anxiety to purfue your laudable Endeavov.is for the 
“ Common Good, and never to defpair of the Public Caufe.” 

The 
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The Letters of the Correfponding Society of the 17th May and 25th July 
1793, and of the Norwich Societies of the 5th of July, and' various Paffages 
in the Proceedings of the Scotch Convention, and of thole of the Society at 
Sheffield, will be found to contain additional Proofs of what has been reprefented 
to be the real View and Intention of prefenting thefe Petitions ; but being fub- 
fequent to the Time when thefe Petitions were prel'ented, they will be more 
particularly referred to in (fating the Tranfattions during the Remainder of the 
Year 17 93, of which your Commictee will proceed to take Notice. 

After the Rcje&ion of the Petitions in May 1793, and the Determination of 
the Houfe upon the Subject of a Change in the Reprefentatiou. in Parliament, 
the Correfpondence inferred in the Appendix will (hew thac the Union and 
Concert between the Two Societies in London feem to have acquired addi- 
tional Strength. It is foon after diftinflly dated, that more effectual Means 
than Petitions muji be adopted ; and early in the Autumn of 1793, the joint El- 
forts of the Two Societies were diretted to the Formation of a Convention at 
Edinburgh, to which Delegates were t(\be fent from London, and were invited 
from many of the Country Societies. Many of thefe Societies adtually fent 
Delegates ; and of thofc who did nqt feveral approved of the Meafure, and only 
objefted to the Time ; while others, approving both of the Time and of the. 
Meafure, declined any Share in it on Account of their not having received a 
fufficicntly early Notice, or of their being unable to afford the Expence witli 
which it was neceflarily attended. 

The immediate Foundations of thefe Proceedings appear to have been a 
Letter from the Correfponding Society, May 17th, 1793, to the Friends of the 
People at Edinburgh, which, after exprefling their Defire to unite, not only with 
each other, but with every other Society throughout the Nation, proceeds: “ Our 
“ Petitions, you will have learned, have all been unfuccefsful ; our Attention 
“ muft now, therefore, be turned to fome more effedlual Means; — from your 
“ Society we would willingly learn them, and you, on your Part, may depend 
“ upon our adopting the firmed Meafures, provided they are Conftitutional ; 
** and we Lope the Country will not be behind us.” 

A Letter from Skirving to Hardy, dated 25th May 1793, is inferted in the 
Appendix, and contains many Paffages which appear to be very material, but 
Which will be more particularly referred to in the Account of the Correfpon- 
dence of the Scotch Convention. 

On the 10th of June 1 793 , the Secretary of the Correfponding Society 
writes to the Secretary to the Conftitutional Society at Birmingham : “ We 
“ are entirely of your Opinion with regard to the Ncceflicy of a General 
■** Union and believe as you do, that when once the Country (hall be fo united, 
<c the Neros of the Day will be forced to yield to the juft Demand of a long 
“ and fore opprefied People.” 

A Letter from the Political Societies at Norwich, which appears to have 
been received by the Secretary of the London Correfponding Society, on the 
25th of June 1793, contains the following Paffage: “ We received your friendly 
“ Letter wherein you dated Three Propofitions ; firft, a Petition to His 
* c Majefty ; or to Parliament ; or, a National Convention. I gave my Opi- 
nion on the. Subjeft to the Conftitutional Society at London, and found 
tr their Ideas congenial to my own, viz. An Addrefs to the King, futile; a 

“ Petition 
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<c Petition to Parliament, as a conquered People, tolerable; a National Con- 
tc vention, .if Circumftanccs permitted, beft of all." 

And in a Letter from the Secretary of the Correfponding Society, of the 
2.5th of July 1 79.I) which appears to be an Atifwer to tne foregoing, ic is laid, 
ec With regard to rhe Qneftions themfelves, however Individuals may have 
“ made up their Minds on them, the Public feeined mod to approve of the 
<< Mode of petitioning Parliament ; we accordingly ceequiefced, and lent in a Peti- 
, <c tion, figned by nearly 6,000 Perfons ; with this Letter you will receive a 
“ Copy of it, and of its Fate you are doubtlefs not unacquainted.” After 
faying that their Firmnefs is not confined to Words, and that they will be 
foremoll' in afierting and recovering, die loll Liberties of the Country, the 
Letter recommends to the Norwich Society to form a Junction with all others 
afiociarcd for the fame Purpofe throughout the Nation; and above all orderly 
■ and courageottjly to prepare themfelves for the Event , as they cannot cxpelil to re- 
pojfcfs their Rights without a Struggle ; that it may be advantageous to' Huma- 
, nity, that they fliould (hew themfelves at firft an indignant oppreffed People , in 
■who r ,n is not yet entirely ext in £1 the Valour of their Forefathers. 

•In the Month of Oflober the Refolutions” were paffed in the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, and the London Correfponding Society, relative 
<to the. Convention at Edinburgh, which have been already taken Notice of. 

The Society for Conftitutional Information at Sheffield infert, in a Letter to 
•the London Gonftitucional Society, the following Extract from a Letter, which 
was fentto the Convention at Edinburgh: 

“ That it would have given this Society the .mod heartfelt Satisfaftion to 
“ have had a Delegation prefent at their approaching Convention, had we re- 
ceived timely Notice of their Withes that it fliould be fo: But it unfortunately 
J “ happens that all the Gentlemen belonging to the Society, which it would 
choofe for fo important a Bufinefs, are fo previoutly engaged in Affairs which 
“ they cannot poflibly poftpone in fo (hort an Interval, that it is not in our 
“ Power to comply with their Isequifitioruqn the prelent Occafion. 

" This Society are alfo of Opinion, that to give fuch a Meafure its full Ef- 
’* { fell, it would be neceflary that the other Societies' in South Britain fliould 
“ have Communication with each other on the Subjetft, and be able to alccr- 
“ tain that Deputations would be fent from, at lead, a Majority of the Societies 
“ in this Part of the Kingdom. And, to evince that we Ihould be happy to 
te unite our Efforts with their’s in One firm and fettled Plan, we affure them, 
<c that • if they think proper to fix another Meeting in January or February , or 
" any other lime which may be more agreeable, and give us immediate Notice 
<f thereof, an 1 that they wifh to fee Delegates from the feveral Societies in this 
“ Part of the Kingdom, we will write to. all thofe we are in Corrdpondence 
u with, to get fuch a Delegation as may be truly refpeftable and important.’' 

In a Letter from the Conftitutional Society at Leeds, dated 5th November 
17 93, to the Society for Conftitutional Information in London, is the following 
Paragraphs 

K “ It 
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ct It is witli great Satisfa£lion we read your Letter, and approve of your 
c< having elected your Delegates to ferve upon fuch a laudable Undev- 
“ taking j but, if you meant for the Leeds Society to adopt the fame Meaiiires, 
“ (hall be glad if you wili anfwer this immediately ; as we are not acquainted 
“ with the Time of their fitting, we fear our Delegates will be too late.” 

A Letter from the Society of Birmingham to the London Conftitutional Sd- 
ciety dates, that they had received a Letter from the Conftitutional Society, 
which had obtained the Approbation of every Member prefent, and that thiiy 
would at all Times concur with the Conftitutional Society in any Meafure 
that may have a Tendency to haften the Return of departed Liberty ; that 
the Obje.ft of the Minion of Delegates to the Scotch Convention is a Meafure 
upon which depends the Regeneration of Britain from a State of Slavery to a Stale 
of Freedom and Happinefs ; and that the Society at Birmingham have only co 
regret that, at prelent, their Ability will not allow them to co-operate with the 
Conftitutional Society, by fending a Delegate to the Convention at'Edinburgh ; 
and this they ftate to be One of the Calamities of the War. 

The Society at Coventry tranfmit to the London Conftitutional Society the 
Copy of a Refolution of the 28 th Oftober 1793, relative to the Election of 
Delegates, communicating their Approbation of a Meafure which they con- 
ceive peculiarly calculated to accelerate the Acquifition of the Objcdl propofed. 

THE PROCEEDINGS of the Convention, which affembled at Edinhurgh 
in the Clofc of 17 93, appear to your Committee to have been of fuch Importance, 
and to throw fo much Light upon the Subject of this Parc of the Report, that 
it has been thought neceffary to give a connected Account of them in this 
Place, with References to Extracts from the Minutes of that Affembly inferted 
in the Appendix; and, in order to render this Account more compleat, it may 
be neceflary Ihortly to recur to the Proceedings of Two other Meetings which 
had taken place at Edinburgh at an earlier Period. 

A Number of Perfons, filling themfelves a General Convention of Delegates 
from die Societies of the Friends of the People throughout Scotland, appear, 
from the Papers laid before the Committee, to have affembled at Edinburgh 
on the nth of December 1792, for the Purpofe, as they alledged, of concerting 
Meafures for obtaining a Redrefs of Grievances, and for reftoring the Freedom 
of Election, and an equal Reprefentation of the People in Parliament. — This 
Meeting was compofed of a Number of Perfons affembled from different Parts 
of Scotland, and delegated by the various Clubs and Societies which had lately 
been 1 ftablifhed in that Country under the Name of The Friends of the Peo- 
pl e - They amounred to about 170, amengft whom were fome Perfons of a 
higher Situation and Rank in Life, moft of whom however afterwards dis- 
continued their Attendance.— Skirving, fince convi&ed and tranfported by Sen- 
tence of the Courr of Judiciary, acted as their Secretary, and continued uni- 
formly to a£i in that Capacity. 

After 
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After fitting a few Days, this Convention appears to have .vl'.-nifncd to 
the End of April 1793, when they again affembled, though not in fuch Num- 
bers as before, Skirving ftill officiating as their Secretary, and corrufpo .ding 
with all the Societies in Scotland, and fcveral in England, on the Subject of a 
Reform in Parliament. This Convention feparated in Four Days, and appoint- 
ed their next Meeting to take place at Edinbuigh on the 29th of October 
following. 

About the Time when the Firft Convention feparated, in April 1793, a 
Correfpondence feems to have commenced between Skirving (the Secretary) 
and various Societies in England j and die Syftem of uniting all thefe 
Societies in Great Britain and Ireland, in common Meafures, appears to have 
been regularly afted upon. From a Variety of Letters found in the Poffeflioji 
of Skirving when apprehended at Edinburgh on the 5th December 1793, it 
appears that he correfponded, as Secretary of the Scotch Convention, with the 
following Societies • 

The Society for Conftitutional Information, Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
London ; 

The London Correlponding Society ; 

The Society of the Friends of the People, Free Mafons Tavern, 
London ; 

The Sheffield Conftitutional Society; 

Leeds Conftitutional Society; 

Nottingham Society for promoting a Parliamentary Reform; and 

A Society at Norwich. 

The Correfpondence with the Sheffield Conftitutional Society commences 
in April 1793. 

Three Letters from their Secretary were found in the Pofieffion of Skir- 
ving, to whom they are addrefled. 



The Firft of thefe, inclofing a Copy of the Petition then about to be pre- 
fented to the Houfe of Commons — The Second, inclofing a Set of Refolutions 
againft the War, which the Secretary tranfmits, with a Requeft that they 
fhould be adopted by all the Societies in Great Britain — And the Third, 
dated the a/th of May, after acknowledging the Receipt of a Letter of the 
10th of that Month from Skirving, communicating to the Sheffield So- 
ciety the Proceedings of the Convention at Edinburgh, which feparated in 
April, approves of its Proceedings, and ftates an Addrefs made by their 
late President to the Sheffield Society, which, after complaining of the late 
Rejection of the Sheffield Petition in the Houfe of Commons, declares, that a 
Reform in Parliament can never be brought about but by the powerful Interpoji- 
tion of the great Body of the People. 



vide Appendix F, 
(N« 1.) 
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Tlie Society of Leeds begin their Correfpqndence with Skirving, by a 
.l etter of the 29th of May 1793, by d^rnwg.., fraternal Communication with 
the Society of Edinburgh, requeuing its AlRltance- and Inftru&ion, and that 
though their Numbers are few, not exceeding 200, they are Men, and de- 
tenn ned to inliruft their Neighbours in their Common IntereCt. 

On the i Sth of May 1793, the Friends of the People, Free Mafon's Tavern, 
’London, palled a Vote of Thanks to the Convention which had taken Place 
the Beginning of that Year, for their Zeal and A&ivity in the Caufe of 
■Parliamentary Reform, and recommended a Continuance of the fame Spirit, 
Induftry, and Temper, during the Rcc.Ts of Parliament. This Vote appears 
to have been tranfmitted to Skirving in a Letter from the Secretary, which 
requelts that the Vote of Thanks might be communicated to the various So- 
cieties in Scotland, 

' On the 23d of July, the Secretary of the Friends of the People wrote ano- 
tly-r Letter to Skirving (apparently in anfwer to a Letter from him on the 
SubjeJ.) in which is the following Paflages— “ the Plan of Delegates would 
v be very improper in this Country at prefent. A very l'mall Part of it' 
5 C indeed would be adlive for Reform. If fuch a Meeting is attempted, it will 
“ operate, like many rafh Steps of forhe who with well to the Caufe, much 
“ to its D dad vantage.” . ' . 

Another Letter, dat 'd the 29th of O&ober, from the Secretary of the Friends 
of the People in London, addrelfed alfo to Skirving, acknowledges the Re- 
ceipt of fcveral Copies of the Trials of Muir and Palmer, which he lavs he 
will bind up with the Trial of Paine, and recommends to the Scottilh Con- 
vention to avoid the Violence which has done Mifchief to the Caufe of Reform 
in England. 

The Correfporidence of the London Correfponding Society with Skirving, 
previous to May 1 7 93, does not appear; but a Letter of the 17th of this Month, 
from the Secretary to Skirving, which has been already referred to, folicits a Re- 
newal of Correfpor.dcnce', and more intimate Co-operation. 

To this an Anfwer was returned by Skirving, dated 2£th May 1793, which 
has olfo been before referred to, and has the following remarkable Pailages : 

“ If we fought only the Extirpation of One Set nf interefted Men from the 
“ Management of National Affairs', that Place might be given to another Set, 
“ without affixing the Vitals of the Syftem adwrje to Reform , this might be eafily 
“ aeco > plithed ; but rocutup wide and deep rooted Prejudices, to give effec- 
<c tual Energy ro the Dictates of Trurn in Favour of Public Virtue and N ational 
" Pro'pcti y, m Oppofition to Self aud all its interefted Habits, and to withftand 
" and oVer-awe the final Efforts of the Powers of Darknefs, is the Work of 
“ the l-Vtjole, and not of a Part-,— a Work to which Mankind, till this awful 
" Periud^ Were never adequate.; becaufc .never, lilt now, diipoied to fraternize. 

" ' “ Let 
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“ L(t us b“gin in carnt-fb to make up our Minds relative to the Extent of 
“"Reform which we ought to feek, be prepared to jollify it, and to controvert 
“ Objedions. I.et us model the Whole in the Public Mind. Let us provide 
** every Stake and Slay of tlx: Tabernacle which wc would erect ; lb chat when 
“ the Tabernacles of Oppreffion in the Palaces of Ambition are broken down, 
“ under the Madnefs and holly of their Supporters, we may then, withouc 
“ Anarchy and all dangerous Delay, eredt at once our Tabernacle of Rigtue- 
“ oulnefs. 

On the 5th of Odtober the Secretary of the London Correfponding Society 
again writes to Skirving, highly approving of the Idea of a Convention, and 
expreffing his Belief that the London Correfponding Society will fend Dele- 
gates to it: t£ Our Freedom, as you juftly. obferve, depends entirely on 
* f ourfclves, and upon our availing ourfelves of this Opportunity, which 
<f once loft may not be fo loon recovered.” 

On the 8th of November, he again writes to die Delegates Margarot and 
Gerald, then at Edinburgh, informing them of what had been doing in the 
Society fince their Departure; and requells to be favoured “ with the Number 
« of Delegates in the Convention, and the Number from England alib, and 
« how the Civil and Military Power relilhes your Meeting.” 

On rhe 39th of November he again writes to them, dating that the General 
Committee “ are highly pleafed with the propofed Union with our Northern 
“ Brethren; and beg you willufe every Exertion in your Power to eftablilh that 

defirable Union upon a firm and permanent Bafis. It gives us great Pleafure 
“-and Encouragement to hear that the Spirit of Liberty is fo fiourilhing in the 
*' North ; and are happy to inform you that the fame noble Spirit is making 
“ a rapid Progrefs in the South.” 

The Inftruftions from the Correfponding Sociery to Margarot and Gerald, 
dated the 24th of O&ober 1793, figned by their Chairman and Secretary, were 
alfo found in the Poffelfion of Skirving. They confift of Nine different Arti- 
cles. By Article id, the Delegate is inftrufted, that “ he lhall on no Ac- 
“ count depart from the original Object and Principles of this Society, namely, 
“ the obtaining iffhnual Parliaments and Univerfal Suffrage by rational and law- 
“ ful Means: 

“ 2d. To fupport the Opinion that Reprefentatives in Parliament ought to 
K be paid by their Confticuents : 

“ 7th. That it is the Duty of the People to refill any Aid of Parliament re- 
« pugnant to t'nc original Principles of the Conftitution, as would be every 
« Attempt to prohibit Affociations for the Purpofe of Reform.” 

The Tnftru&ions by the Society for Conftitutional Information to their Dele- 
gates were alfo found in the Poffelfion of Skirving; the Purport of which have 
been already dated in the former Report of the Committee. 

L There 
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There was likewife found in the Poffeflion of Skirving, a Letter from the Se- 
cretary of die Leeds Conftitutional Society, addreflH “ to the Members of the 
“ Scotch Convention,” and which is inferred at full Length in the Appen- 
dix. 

From the Papers produced to the Committee, it appears that this Convention 
did accordingly alTemble at Edinburgh on the 28th of Ottuber lad, to the _ 
■Number of about 150 Perlbns; and after fitting Four Lays, in the Hope of 
being joined by the Delegates from England, they feparateil, in the Apprchen- 
fion that the Englilh Delegates did not mean to attend.— Two Days afterwards 
Margarot and Gerald, with Two other Perlbns, One of them a Delegate from 
the London Society for Conftitutional Information, and the other a Delegate 
-from Sheffield, arrived in Edinburgh. Skirving immediately called together a 
new Convention, to meet upon the 19th of November; and in an Adver- 
tilement min ted in the News-paper called The Edinburgh Gazetteer, and by 
Hand Bills, ftrongly urged the Ncccftiry ol the Delegates throughout Scotland at- 
tending to this Meeting, 

About the 4rh or 5th of November, Meflis. Hamilton Rowan and Butler, 
Members of die Society of United Irilhmen of Dublin, arrived at Edinburgh 
from Ireland, though with no immediate Commilfiou on this Bu finds ; but dur- 
ing the Week they remained in that Place, they with the Englilh Delegates, at- 
tended the Meeting of the General Committee of the Convention, in which 
it was agreed to receive thefe Two Gentlemen as Delegates from the Society 
of United Iriflimen. Mr. Hamilton Rowan appears to have acknowledged, by 
voluntary Declaration before the Sheriff of Edinburgh, that he had been foli- 
cited by Letter from Scotland on the Subject of fending Delegates from the 
Society of United Iriflimen to attend the Scotch Convention j but he declined 
mentioning the Names of the Pcrfon or Perfons who had fo correfponded with 
him. 

This Convention accordingly met on the 19th of November, to the Number 
of about 100, and rather a greater Proportion of Country Delegates than be- 
fore. Rowan and Butler were by this Time returned to Ireland. But the 
Eriglifh Delegates remained, and regularly attended the Convention as long as 
.it continued to meet. 

Dining the Three fiift Days the Convention appears, from its Minutes, to 
have chi. fly employed itfelf on Matters of Form j but having on the 2 ad No- 
vember 179J. clvvng d its Tide t > that of “ The Bririfh Convention of Dcle- 
“ gates of ii.e People, aflbeuted to obtain Univer/til Suffrage and Annual Par- 
“ /laments," they, in alinotl every Particular, afTumcd the Stile and Mode of 
Proceeding adopted by the National Convention of Fiance. They divided 
themfclves into Se&ions -Commitr rs of Org miration, Inflruftions, Finance, 
atfd Secrecy; denominated thc'.r Meet ngs Sittings; granted Honours of Sur- 
fings; made honourable Mention in their Minutes of patriotic Donations; en- , 
tered their Minutes as made in the Fiift Year of the Bririfh Convention; infti- 
tuted Primary Societies; Provincial Affemblics and Departments; received 

from 
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from their Seftions a Variety of Motions and Reports— fomc cf which have the 
Words ,c Vive la Convention” prefixed to them, and end with “ ca ira-” — 
and fomc dated ** Fuji Year of the Britijh Convention , One and indiwfihleF 

Having at lad, on the c8th of November, with peculiar Solemnity, palfed 
a Refutation, which nerefiarily attrafled the Attention of the Law Officers of 
the Crown, the Ringleaders, with all their Papers, were Jcized, early on the 
Morning of the 5th of December, and carried before the proper Magiltrate for 
Examination. The Retain cion alluded to, and which appears from the Mi- 
nutes (Extrafts from which are Rated in the Appendix) to have been the Sub- 
jeft of frequent and deliberate Confidcraticn, was deemed by the Convention as 
not expedient to be inferred immediately in its proper Place. The Infertion of 
it appears to have been poftponed till the Ciofeof the Convention, and a Blank 
was left for that Purpofe in the Minutes. The Motion, with the Refolutions 
founded thereon, was difeovered amongft the Papers of the Delegate from the 
Society for Conlliiutional Information in London, and is of the following 
Tenor : 

“ Retalved, That the following Declaration and Refolutions be inferted 
** at the End of our Minutes j viz. 

“ That this Convention, confidering the calamitous Confequences of 
“ any Act cf the Legillature which may tend to deprive the Whole or 
€e any Part of the People of their undoubted Right to meet, either by 
* c themielves or by Delegation, to di fculs any I.i. tter relative to their 
“ Common Ltereii, whttner of a public or private Nature, and holding 
“ the fame- to be totally inconfiitci.t with the Firfc Principles and Safety of 
“ Sociery, and alio fubverfive of our known and acknowledged ConRitu- 
« tional Liberties, do hereby declare, before God and the World, that we 
«* fhali follow the wh'dtfome Example pf former Times, by paying no 
>* Regaid to any Aft which ffiall militate ag;ur;R the Conftiiucion of our 
« Country, and fhali continue to aflemble and conliderof the bell Means 
“ by whieh we can accomplilh a real • Reprefcn cation of the People, 

“ and Annual Eleftion, until compelled to defilt by fuperior Force. 

“ And ■ 1? do ref.lve. That the Firft Notice given for the Introduftion 
“ of a Convention Bill, ' f any Bill of a fimilar Tendency to that palLd 
" in Ireland in the laR Scflicn of their Parliament ; 

“ Or any Bill for the Sufpennon of the Habeas Corpus Aft, or die 
“ Aft for preventing wrongous In.pritanment, and againft undue Delays 
“ in Trial in North Britain j 

“ Or in cafe of an Invafion; or the Admifiion of any Foreign Troops 
“ whatfoever into Great Britain or Ireland 5 

“ All or any One of thefe calamitous Circumftances, fhali be a Signal 
“ to the feveral Delegates to repair to fuch Place as the Secrec Com- 
“ mittee of this Convention fliall appoint; and the FirR Seven Members 
(C fhali have Power to declare the Sittings permanent, fhali confticute a 
■“ Convention, and Twepty-one proceed to Bufmcfs ■, 

• ' “The 
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« The Convention doth therefore refolve.that each Delegate, immedi- 
« ately on his Return Home, do convene his Condiments, and explain to 
“ them the Neceffity of ele&ing a Delegate or Delegates, and of ella- 
« blifliing a Fund, without Delay, agdnft any of thefc Emergencies, for 
« his or their Expence ; and that they do inftrutt the laid Delegate or Dc- 
“ legates to hold theirifclves ready to depart at One Hour’s Warning.” 

Thefe Refolutions appear, from the Minutes, to have been immediately 
followed up by the Appointment of a Secret Committee, whofc Powers and 
Mode of Proceeding are precifely and didinftly marked out in the Minutes of 
the Convention. It is proper farther to date, that on the 4th of December, the 
Day pic-ceding the Arrcft of the Ringleaders, when they probably had either 
received Information, or had ftilpedled from their own Conduit that Meafures 
were to be taken againd them, the Convention, on the Motion of Margarot, 
unanimoudy refolved, 

“ That the Moment of any illegal Difperfion of the Bricilk Convention 
“ (hall be confidered as a Summons ro the Delegates to repair to the Place of 
“ Meeting appointed for the Convention of Emergency by the Secret Coni- 
“ mittee; and that the Secret Committee be inftruited, without Delay, to pro- 
“ ceed to fix the Place of Meeting.” 



Appendix F. 
(N° 10, 11, 12 and 
•30 



Upon the Evening of the 5th of December, the Convention met, not- 
withftanding the Arrcft of their leading Mem.bers on the Morning of that Day, 
and proceeded inftantly to declare themfclves permanent, and to meet in Spite 
of the Magiftrates ; but were prevented from proceeding further by the unex- 
pected Appearance of the Magiftrates, to whofe Authority they refufed to 
fubmit, until the Provoft of the City feized the Sheffield Delegate, their Pre- 
lident, and compelled him to leave the Chair. They again met on the Evening 
of the 6th of December, in a Houfe in the Suburbs of the City, and were pro- 
ceeding with the fame Violence as on the preceding Evening, when the Sheriff of 
the County interrupted and difperfed them. Since this Period no public Meet- 
ing has been held 5 but they have continued to meet privately and in different 
Societies, and appear ftill to carry on a Secret Correfpondence with various 
Parts of England and Scotland. An Abftrait of the Minutes of this Conven- 
tion, and of the moll material Motions and Proceedings held amo'ngft thefe Per- 
ions, and Three Letters to the Secretary of the Correfponding Society, are fub- 
joined in the Appendix to this Report. 



SUBSEQUENT 
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SUBSEQUENT to the DifperGon of the Scotch Convention, the Plan for 
calling another Convention in England became the immediate Objett of theT wo 
Societies in London. An Account of their Proceedings for this Purpofe has 
already be< n laid before the Houle in the former Reporcj but in ord-r to give 
a more connchled View of the whole Subjedt, your Committee have in felted, 
in Order of 1 ime, in the Appendix, the fame Proceedings to which they have 
already referred. Y our Committee having obferved, that the Variation between 
the Entry on the Books of the Society for Conftitutional Information, of the 
nth of April 1794, and the Entry of the Report received the fame Day, from 
the Joint Committee of the Two Societies, is likely to be relied on, as tending to 
Ihew that the Society for Conftitutional Information did not concur with their 
Committee in the Dcfign of aflembling a pretended General Convention of 
the People, have inferted at full Length in the Appendix all that appears in the 
Books of the Conftitutional Society on that Subjedt. They have all'o thought 
it right to infert the Account given of this Tranfadtion, in the Examination 
of Mr. Thompfon, a Member of this Houfe, to which they refer. 

In purfuance of the Plan which they have adopted, the Committee have 
next inferted fuch Correfpondence and Proceedings of the Societies in the 
Country, as have palled fince the DifperGon of. die Convention at Edinburgh, 
widi relation to the Meafures to be taken in Confequence of cjiat Event, and 
to their Concurrence in the Dcfign, formed in London, for affcir.bling another 
Convenuon in England. 



At a General Meeting of Delegates, held at Norwich, it was unanimoufly re- 
folved, that One or more Delegates Ihall be Pent to the next General Convention, 
as loon as called for by their London Correfpondems. 

In a Letter to the Secretary of the London Correfponding Society, from the 
Norwich Societies, they defire to know whether the Friends of the People con- 
fent to a Convention, and whether they will take an active Part. — “ Many 
“ of our Friends are fully convinced of the Nccejfity , Legality y and Rationality 
“ of a Comention ; bat Quere whether the ‘Lime be expedient 

Some Perfons, who deferibe themfelves as Friends to a radical Reform, 
write from Newcaftle upon Tyne, to the Secretary of the Correfponding 
Society, that they dare aflert the natural and unalienable Rights of Man, 
and have formed themlelves into Societies, which meet Weekly, admitting 
none but known -Friends^ and have a (Turned no Name but that of News- 
paper Companies. — They were in grunt Sprits while the Britijh Convention 
continued to ad ; but after their Suppreflion, a Damp was call on the Whole. 
— Sublcriptions were ready to be lent off - the very Night they were fupprefled. — 
They wifh to copy the Example of the London Correfponding Society, and to 
know their Views and Intentions as foon as convenient; and defiling to be fa- 
voured with the Correfpondence of that Society — they conclude, by expreffing 
a Hope “ that the Hydra of Tyranny and Impoficion may foon fall under the 
M “ Guillotine 
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“ Guillotine of Tnv.lt and Reafon.” The Correfponding Society return an 
r nlwcr, in which chey exhort the Society at Newcastle to b<* allured that the 
glorious Reign or Lil r :j ( ,nd Equally will, ere long, be el: .biifhcd, and modern 
Covernnaius, with ever-.- Appendage tf I’/ukedhefs mi Ctn-upiun, will flee from 
their genial Influence . — 1 hey complain of the rapid Advances of Defpotifm in 
Gteau Britain, and exprefs iheir Readinefs coidiaily to unite with every Society in 
the Three Kingdoms, who have for their Object a full and effectual Repreienta- 
tion of the People; they therefore have deputed Six of their Members to meet 
Six Members of the Society for Conflitutional Information, to form a Com- 
mittee of Co: refpondence and Co-operation. — “ This Committ-c meets regu- 
tc larly twice a \Y> ck, and any Member delegated by your Society will meet 
“ with every Information required. We inclofe you a few of our Refolutions, 
“ entered into at our Ge neral Meeting on the 14th of April, which will be fuf- 
“ ficiemly explmatory of our Sentiments and Views. We heartily concur with 
“ you in w! flv.nj that the Hvdra of Tyranny and Impofition may loon fall under 
“ the Guillotine of Truth and Reafon.” 



A Letter to the c ecretary of the London Correfponding Society, from the Se- 
cretary of the Conflitutional Society at Sheffield, gives an Account of a Meet- 
ing at Halifax. The Friends of Peace and Reform at Halifax held a General 
public Meeting in the open Air, on April 21ft, 1794, at which were many Friends 
from Leeds, Wakefield, Huddersfield, Bradford, and the adjacent Neighbour- 
ing. — The Frirnos of Freedom, after the Meeting, agreed to hold a General 
Meeting of Dckwtrs, in urdcr to confidcr of the Meafures to be adopted by them 
preparatory H a General Convention. — The People of FI aiifax wereadvifed by the 
Society at She.T eld, r< defer tie Meeting of Delegates until further Information 
from the London Correjpcnaing buiefy on that Subjcfl ; and for that Reaf n Ap- 
plication was made to c e Secretary o f the London Concipoiding Society, re- 
queuing as early Intelligence as pokiDlc on that important Bufincfs. 

The Society at Briflot applaud the Refolution of the London (Correfponding 
Society for forming another General Convention, and flare that their increafing 
Numbtts give their, every reaf. r. aide Hope off on being able more rffedual- 
ly to co-operate with that Society— they del. re it Sketch f the Plan refpeding 
the G naal Convention. In the /' nfwer of the L* ndot> Correfponding Society 
it is lb. ted, that a primed ercular Letter from them has been determined 
upon, of which the Society at Briftol may exped a Copy in a few D tys. — 
This refers to the circular Letter for calling a Convention , inferred by your Com- 
mittee in their former Report. 

Your Committee have thought it right in this Place to cail the Attention 
of the Houfe to the Proceedings of a Meeting held at Sheffield on the 71 h of 
April 1794, which form a very material Part of theie Tran fad 1011s ; although 
it does not appear that at that Meeting any Refolution was palled exprefiing 
ah Intention to fend Delegates to the intended Convention. 

• Thefe 
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Thcfe Proceedings oo nfi ft of an Addrefs to the King ; an Addrefs to the 
Nation; certain Refolim-irts; and Speeches (printed together with them, and) 
delivered on die fame Day by a Pei Jon calling himfelf Henry Yorke. — The 
Title is as follows ; 

“ Proceedings of the Public Meeting held at Shtffield, in the open Air, 

“ on the 7th of April 1794; and allb, an Addrefs to theBritilh Na- 
" tion, being An Expofition' of the Motives which have determined 
“ the People of . heffield to petition the Hvtije of Commons no more on 
•* the SubjcEl of Parliamentary Reform 

In the Courfe of thefe Proceedings it was moved, “ That a Petition be 
<c prefented to the Houfe of Commons, for a Reform in the Reprefen cation of 
“ the People in Parliament But Jo marked was the Difapprobation given .by 
the whole Meeting to this Meafure, that not one fingle Perfon feconded the 
Motion, but a moft profound Silence, interrupted only by a few Murmurs, was 
obferved. 

An Account is afterwards given of One of Yorke’s Speeches, in which, after 
lpeaking of General Hiftoiy, there is the following Paffage : 

fc It muft be granted that this Experience is important, becatife it teaches 
<c the fuffirring Nations of the prefent Day in what Manner to prepare their 
“ combufiible Ingredients, and Humanifts in what Manner enkindle them, fo as to 
“ produce with Effeft that grand political Explcfon, which at the fame Time 
“ that it buries Defpotifm, already convulfive and agonizing, in Ruins, 

“ may raife up the People to the Dignity and lublime Grandeur of Frec- 
“ dom. 

“ When fuch a Revolution of Sentiment {hall have difperfed the Mifts of 
“ Prejudice; when, bj du ..'.uiiant 1 hunderings from the Prefs, the mcaneit 
cc Cottager of our Country fliali be 1 : gntenco, and die Sun of Rcafon {hall 
“ Ihine in its fui'.t: Mu 1 Ilian over us ihcn the commanding Voice of the eihole 

“ Peojle Jhaii recommend lb~ l ive l mired and lijty -cijbt Gentlemen in St. Ste- 
“ phens Chapel t. g about tr.eir Bujinefs 

The R . Solutions adopted at the Meeting were; 

“ 1 ft. That the People being the true and only Source of Government, the • • 
“ Freedom of fpeaking and writing upon any Subject, cannot be denied to the 
** iVe tbersof a free Government, without offering the groffeft Infult to the 
“ Majeiiy of the People. 

“ ad. That therefore the Condemnation of Citizens Muir, Palmer, Skirving, 

" Margarot, and Gerald to Tranfportation, for expefing the Corruptions of the 
“ Britilh Government, was an Aft better fuited to the Maxims of a defpotic- 
“ than a free Government. 

" 3d. That the Addrefs which has now been read, be prefented to the King, 

“ in Behalf of the above perfecuted Patriots. 

“ 4th. That 
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tft 4th. Tin: in '■very Country where the People have no Share 10 their Go- 
" vernmenr, 9a# ti n is tyranny. 

“ 5th. That therefore a Government is tyrannical or free, in Proportion a* 
<{ the People are equally or unequally reprefenced. 

“ 6th. Convinced of this Truth, ic is the Opinion of this Meeting that the 
xt People ought to demand as a Right, and not petition as a Favour, for Uni- 
<c verfal Reprefentation. 

“ yth. That therefore we will petition the Houfe of Commons no more, 
** on rhis Subjed.” 

And laflly (after agreeing to a Petition to the Iiiag refpeding Negro Sla- 
very, and pairing feveral Refolutions on that Subjed) “ That the Committee 
“ of the Sheffield Conlritutional Society be defired to fee that the above Re- 
“ folutions be carried into Fffe£i j and that they prepare an Addrefs to the 
“ Britifli Nation, explanacoiy of die Motives which have induced this Meeting 
“ to adopt the Refolurion of no more petitioning the Houfe of Commons 
“ on the Subject of Reform.” 

The following Paflages are extraded from this Addrefs. 

“ Friends and Countrymen, 

** We have diis Day decided, with the Exception of only One difientient 
*'• Voice, that the Houfe of Commons ffiall never again be petitioned by us on 
“ die Subjeft of Parliamentary Reform.” 

The Addrefs then recites the Words of the Petition of the* 8th of April 
1793, [“ That the Houfe of Commons is not in the juft Senfe of the Words 
“ what your Petitioners are from Form obliged to term it, viz. the Commons 
" of Great Britain in Parliament afiembled j” ] and then proceeds, in different 
Paflages, as follows : 

■“ Our Petition was received with the utmoft Indignation by the Houfe of 
* c Commons, which was no more than we expeded. — 

“ And although our Petition was diftlainfully rejeded becaufe not couched 
“ in Language fufficicntly polite and refpedful for the Five Hundred and Fifty - 
“ eight Gentlemen who fit at the Houfe of Commons; yet, believe us, Fellow 
“ Citizens, we are ftill of Opinion, that die Matter it contained was not only 
*‘ juft and proper, but we think that even the Language which gave fo much 
“ Offence to the honourable Gentlemen -was much too polite and too moderate ferns. 
“ For if the Houfe of Commons were the real Reprcfmtadves of the People, 
“ we certainly had a Right to dittate, and not to petition, becaufe they could.be 
“ confidcred in no other Light than as the Organs of the Public Will ; and if 
** they refuled to obey that Will, they would be Ufurpers and not Reprclen- 



“ However the Petition, fuch as ic was, being, termed difrefpedful, was 
<c thrown out by a Majority of 79, there being 29 only wiio voted for its being 
“ received, and 108 who voted againft it. — 

“ Such 
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“ Such imperious Treatment rather gives Warning than ftrikes Terror.— 

“ We faid to thcHoufe of Commons, We are wronged and aggrieved: Will 
"you right us, and redrejs our Grievances or will you not ? If you will, we Jhall 
“ be Jatisfied ; if you will not, we Jhall Jeek Redrejs fame other Way. This is 
“ the foie Quefiion with us ; and we put it, -as we thought, in a moft becoming Stile 
“ to the Hcufe of Commons. But our Petition being Jcouted , we Jhall trouble 
" them no more with our' coar/e and unmannerly Language." 11 It will be our 
“ Duty to proceed, as we have uniformly done hitherto, in enlightening the 
“ Public Mind; and when a complete Revolution of Sentiment Jhall take place (as 
“ will Jhortly be the Cafe) in our Country, we fhall open our Mouths in that 
“ Key we think mojt agreeable to ourfebves." “ And our Voice , together with that 
“ of our disfranchijed Countrymen, will rejemble, perhaps, the Thunderings from 
“ Mount Sinai !" — 



“ Thofe who have a Right to Jpeak in a dictatorial Tone , difgrace tbemfelves by 
et petitioning.' ’ — 

“ Thefc eflential Principles are both eafy and comprehenfive. On thefc 
" we build our Right to Reprefentation, and renounce the Idea of future Peti- 
“ lions. By thtfe Maxims, we find that every EngliHiman is free ; and that in 
* f the Election of a Supreme Magijrate, or in the Delegation of Legiflative 
c< Powers, he concedes his Adions to a certain Superintendance, for the exprefs 
“ Purpofe of preventing Liberty from vaulting over its Limits, and intro- 
“ ducing a Syftem of univerfal Violence, Injur}', or Licentioufncfs. And ?.L 
fC though either of thefe T wo delegated Powers be fufficient to keep any ln- 
“ dividual to his Duty, or to controul every Affociation in the Community, 
“ yet they arc always inferior to the Fcrce which the whole Society might exert, 
“ and are amenable to that Society, either in an yljfcmbly of the Nation, or in a 
“ Deputation formed for the Purpofe . — - 



<c Alls of Parliament, unlefs fanftioned by the approving Voice of the whole 
,c Community, or their Reprefentatives, are nothing lefs than arbitrary Edicts 
" under different Names, and bear a ftrong Refemblance to the Rcfcripts of 
“ the Emperors, or the Decretals of the V atican. — 



“ What is the Conflitution to us, if we are nothing to it ? And what is any 
" Government but Tyranny, in which the People have no Share? The Con« 
“ lliiution of Britain, indeed, is highly extolled, as the greateft Effort of Human 
“ Wifclom; fo is the Conflitution of Turkey at Conftantinoplc : But thele arc 
" Prejudices; and the long Tyranny of Prejudice is verging to afpeedy Ter- 
“ mination . — 



“ Yes, Countrymen, we demand Equality of Rights, in which is included 
“ Equality of Reprefentation ; without which T error is Law, and the Obliga- 
“ tions of Juftice are weakened, becaul'e unfanftioned by the facred Voice of 
the People. We are not fpeaking of that vifionary Equality of Property, 
“ the pradlical AfTmion of which would defolate the World, and re-plunge it 
“ into the darkeft and wildeft Barbarifm ; but that Equality we claim is to 
N “ make 
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• e: make the-Slave & Man, the Man a Citizen, and the 'Ci tizen (in integral .Part 
« of die State ; to make kirn a joint Sovereign , and not a Subject” 

The R eafens which induced the Meeting at Sheffield to omit any Refolutions 
upon the Subjeft of the intended Convention, have been diftin&ly Hated, by 
Two Ferlbns who had been Secretaries to the .Confticutional Society in that 
Town. 

From their Examination it appears that a Number of printed Circular Letters 
had been received at Sheffield from the Secretary to the London Correfponding 
Society, relative to a Convention, and that the Sheffield Society objected to the 
calling it at this Time, but had no Objection to the Meafure itfelfj that it was 
their Opinion that the Bricilh- Convention at Edinburgh ought to have fecured 
the Confidence of the People by a public Addrefs to the Nation, before they 
had ventured to fit as a pi rmanent Body ; and that the Addrefs from Sheffield to 
the Nation, containing a Recommendation that no more Petitions fhould be 
prefented to Parliament, was intended to prepare the People for a Convention. 

While - thefe Proceedings were taking place-in different Parts of England, 
with a View to a GcncralConvtntion, it appears fiom the Information contained' 
in the Letters from the Secretary of State, which have been already referred to, 
that Meafures c'f a fimilar Tendency were carrying on with great Adbivity, and to 
a great Extent, in Scotland. The Appointment of Delegates to attend a Con- 
vention to be affembled at (ome Place in England .;t an early Period, ieems to 
.have been very generally recommended by the Committee at Edinburgh. 

The naming the Place was for the prefent omitted, but it was promifLd to be 
•ihortly -announced through the Secret Committee, in the lame Manner as ap- 
pears from the Circular Letter of the London Correfponding Society (iiiierted 
in the former Report) to have been intended in this Part of the Kingdom j and 
the Invication to appoint Delegates appears to have been circulated by the 
fame Emiffaries who were employed by the Committee at Edinburgh for the 
PurpTe of promoting. the Plan £>f arming thofe with whom they were .in Cor- 
refpondence. 



FROM a Review of thefe Proceedings, n'indilputably appears that the imme- 
diate and oftenfible Objeft profeffed to be aimed at by t-he Meafures which have 
been related (if dated within the narrowed l, knits) was that of effecting no left 
fundamental a Change in the Frame of the Houle of Commons, than the In- 
trodudlion of Univerfal Suffrage in the Election of it, and rendering the 
Period of the Election Annual : That through the whole Courfe of the Corre- 
spondence which has been carried on, and the Concert which has been formed 
by different Societies fox this Purpofc, no Idea has for a long Time bees 
pointed, at, of obtaining this Change by any Application to Parliament ; that on 
jhe contrary any fuch Idea has been fpecificaliy and pointedly dil’claimed, re- 
cently by the formal and io fome Indances public Refolutions ot the Societies 
.4.1 London, ajid many of thofe in the Country, and repeatedly, and from an 

early 
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tsearly -Period, in the private Correspondence, either of the Societies or of 
• their leading Members. It has been exprefsly laid down, that more effectual 
Means than Petitions mutt be tried. The exprefs Objeft ftated in the Re- 
folutions for calling the propofed General Convention of the People, or 
General Meeting of the.Friends of Liberty (under which ever of thofe Names it is 
to be del'cribed) was to confider of .the Means of obtaining a full and equal 
Reprefentation, not of the Thing to be obtained, but of the Means of obtaining 
it, and this fubfequent to the Declarations laft mentioned, that more efteftual 
Means than Petidons mutt be tried. Thefe more effe&ual -Means could, in 
the very Nature of the Thing, confift of but One of Two poffible Alterna- 
tives. either introducing this Change -in 'the Frame of One Branch of the 
Legiflacure, by fome other Authority than that of the Legiflature itfelf; or 
bringing that. Legiflature, either by Force or Intimidation, again ft • its Will, to 
.lend . its Authority to_that.Burpofe. 

Accordingly the mildeft Terms in -which, for a long Time, the Parties to 
this Meafure have deferibedthe Mode by which they expected to attain their 
Ends, have pointed at-fo extending, and diffufing thefe Socieues, and eftablifh- 
ing .fuch an Union, and Concert among them, as might fpread their Principles 
and Opjnipns through every Part of the Country, and produce a Declaration 
of the collecti ve Senfe of the People, in fuch a Manner, as to overcome ail Re- 
fiftance. 

But on many other Occafions, and more openly of late, the Language 
adopted has pointed more diftintdly at the Ufe of open’ Force; at the fpcciric 
Objeitt of actually afie r bling a pretended National Convention; at the Necdfiry 
of preparing ecurageculy for the STRUGGLE, which titty mutt expect, before 
thole who were adverb to their Meafures would virl ! to them ; and at obtaining 
the Redrefb which they profefs to frek, not from Parliament, or from the Ex- 
ecutive Governme.v, but FROM THEMSELVES, ar.d from THEIR 
OWN STRENGTH AND VALOUR, from their own Laws, and net 
from the Laws of thofe whom they term their Plundercis, Enemies, and Op-- 
preffors : And when the Language to this Eire ft repeatedly and deliberately 
ufed on fo many Occafions, and in fo many Quarters, is combir.td with die 
Means lately employed for providing an armed Force, and with the other 
Projects of .Violence and open Attack on different Branches of the exifting Au- 
thority, which have appeared to be in the Contemplation of fome of the Parties 
in thefe Meafures, it is impolTiblc not to conclude, that ic was by fuch Means, 
by their own Strength and Numbers, by open Force, defying and either over- 
awing or liiperfeding the Authority of the Legiflature, that (in the Extrava- 
gance of. their Imagination) they had formed the Hope of accomplifhing their 
.daring and defperate Defigns. 

But, extravagant and enormous as this Prcjeft is, even on this Statement, it 
appears to your Committee to be by no Means confined even within thelc 
'Limits. The Attempt to obtain a Change in One Branch of the Legiflature 
'by Force or Terror, againft the Will of the Whole, does indeed of itfelf include 
:if fuccefsful, at lcaft a temporary Sufpenfion of all dur exifting Powers of Go- 
vernment, 
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ycrnment, and could hardly be fuppofed to flop ffiort of an entire Deftruc- 
tion of the Conftitution. But from the whole Tenor of theSyftem which has 
been aded upon, it is apparent that this was not merely the poffible or proba- 
ble Cpnl'equcnce of fuch an Attempt, but that the Principles on which it was 
founded, and the Mode by which it was intended to be executed, obvioufly 
and oeceflarily tended to fuch a Refult. The Principles on which the 
fuppofed Righc of Univerfal Suffrage was founded, were not fuch as led 
merely to .the Jingle Act of altering to that Extent, the Frame of the 
Houfc of Commons, and afterwards leaving the Houfe of Commons, thus mo- 
delled, in PoGellion, together with the Crown and the Houfe of Lords, of their 
former Legifjative Authority, or the Crown in Poffefiion of its former Exe- 
putive Power; but, while they led to an Alteration in the Frame of the' Houle 
of Commons, they equally led, if carried to their natural Extent, to the Extinc- 
. tion and Deftruccion of the other Two Branches of the Legiflature. 

A Propofuion fo extravagant may at firfl be difficult to be credited ; but it ap- 
pears to the Committee to be diftinctly proved, from an Examination of the Nature 
of the Principles themfelves ; from a Confideration of the Syftem as a finally 
carried into Effeft in France, and prepefed as a Model by thofe who were 
the chief Aflors in thefe Proceedings in this Country; and, by repeated 
Declarations or Afls, which either direftly or by neceliary Inference point at 
the DeflruClion of Hereditary Monarchy, Hereditary Nobility, and every Dil- 
tinclion of Orders.and Ranks in Society. 

YOUR COMMITTEE have dated to the Houfe in their former Report, 
that fubfequent to the Steps taken for the Apprchenfion of the Pcrfons fufpefted 
of being concerned in the Defign which has been the Subject of this Report, llrcng 
Indications had appeared of a Dii'pofiticn to concert die Means of redding fuch 
Meafures as might be adopted for preventing the Accomplilhment of the Defign 
itfelf, or for bringing the Audiors or Abettors of it to Punifhment. 

It appears to your Committee, that immediately after the Apprehenfion of 
feveral of the leading Members of the London Corrclponding Society,. a Com- 
mittee was appointed, under the Tide of a Committee of Emergency, for the ex- 
prefs Purpofe of counteracting the Steps which had been taken by the Executive 
Government to check the further Progrefs of the Syllem which has been de- 
tailed in this Report. It alfo appears that it has been made Matter of Deli- 
beration, in the Divifions of the London Correfponding Society, whether in the 
• prefent Exigency they Ihould proceed to addreli the King, to petition Parlia- 
ment, or to make an Appeal to the Nation at large : The latter Propodtion was 
adopted ; and, in Confequence of that Decifion, a Paper has beenprinted and pub- 
lithed under the Name of the London Correfponding Society, and which your 
Committee has every Reafon to believe to be authentic : This Paper contains the 
following Paflages ; viz. “ That we intended to call a Convention is a Truth, 
“ which needed neither General Warrants, armed Mefiengers, or Secret Com- 
" mitcees to difeover, fince it was accompanied by a Refolution, to make that 
“ Intention known, by 290,000 printed Copies of that Day’s Proceedings. But 

the 
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c{ the Purport afcribed to that Convention, viz. the affirming Legijlattve Power i, a 
"** groundlefs Falfchood : — The foie Intent was to devife Means of attaining a 
“ complete Repre tentative Body, on the Principles of Univerfal Suffrage, equal 
“ Perfonal Reprel'entation, and Annual Eleftion ; and whenever, or however, 
“ fuch a Body can be obtained, it will not be in the Power of all the Placemen 
■“ and Penfioners in St. Stephen’s Chapel to difpute Us Legflative Authority. We 
are aware chat in thefe Times of Confliluticml Bigotry, the lad Sentence may 
<c found unpleafantly to many, who do not deferve to be confidered as Enemies 
<e to Liberty -.—We therefore wilh it to be dearly underftood, that we fpcakof a 
* c Reprefentative Body of the whole Nation, and not of any particular Part er 
“ Defcription of Men-, — And as tl|£ Divine Right of Kings is not at this Time 
xt direftly aflerted (at lead in this-Country) by any, hut the mod extremely ig- 
<c norant, we think it ought to follow, as a natural Confequence, that the People 
■** are the only legitimate Source of Authority -, and it appears to us that the vain 
xt Attempt to draw a Medium between thefe Opinions has produced endlefs 
" Abfurdities and Contradiftions, to the Difgrace of our Records and Law 
<f Books. Among thefe the mod confpicuous is called, The Abdication of James 
. “ -the Second, which Phrafe (coined for the Purpofc) may be either underdood 
w to mean his Expulfton by Popular Authority, or bis voluntary Reflation ; if fire 
** former, it fanbiions the DoStrine which we have advanced ; if the latter, we fcruple 
tc not to call it a National Lie. To the Honour of Scotland, their Parliament cx- 
* c plicitly declared him banifhed by Authority of the People. But, Citizens, let us 
" explain the Truth : — The Expulfion of James the Second, and the Edablilhment 
* c of William the Third, though doubtlefs agreeable to the general Wilhes of the 
“ People, was not in Point of Form an Adi of the People. It was the Aft of a 
** Number of Perfons, calling themfelves a Convention, but not regularly au- 
•** thorized by Popular Delegation, and confequently falling under the Defcription 
•« of a FaBion -, and this not merely in Theory but in Faft, for their Unwilltngnds 
'« to acknowledge the rightful Power of the People was die Reafon of their 
■’** adopting the inexplicable Phrafe above-mentioned. 



The providing Arms is another Charge, on which we wiffi to fpcak with 
Caution j led in afferting, which we do —that it it totally fafe—we fliould be 
underdood to admit that if it had been true, it would have proved Crimi- 
** nality. 

« We freely acknowledge, that fome of our Members have applied themfelves 
" to the Knowledge of Arms -, and, far from defiring to make a Secret of this Cir- 
* «« cumdance, we wiffi their Example was followed by the Whole Nation. We 
•« then need not fear Invafion, either from Frenchmen, Heflians, or Hano- 
« verians: Nor fliould we eafilybe alarmed by the mock Difcovery of Plots, 
** which never exided. 

•« We are perfeftly convinced of the Propriety of our Opinions refpeBing the 
« Rights of the People to have Arms, and to regulate their Conjlit ution. 

« It may be expefted that we (hould not conclude without exhorting the aflo- 
« dated Friends of Freedom to an aBme Perfeverance in the Object of their 
« Affociations,— but, judging from the Conduft of our own Member*, we ate 
« -happy in declaring that we think no fuch Exhortation neceffary.” 

O From 
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. From thefe Pattages it appears, that fmce the Apprchenfion of their leading 
'Members, and. the Meafures which have been lately taken in Parliament on the 
.Subject of their Defigns, the London Corrcfponding Society have openly avowed 
their Intention to call a Convention, for the Purpofe of devifing Means to attain .a 
complete Reprefentative Body, on the Principles of Annual Election and ofUni- 
- verfal Suffrage, without any Reference whatever to Parliament, and (as far as 
can be collected from their own . Interpretation of the Phrafes which they have 
tiled to deferibe the Hpul’e of Commons) with the further Intention of arrogat- 
ing to the Body.conftituted according to the Manner to be preferibea by fuch a 
Convention, the whole Legiflative Authority of the Nation. 

It appears alio that the London Correfpoh .* ' Society admit that fome of their 
.Members have. applied themi'elves to the Knowledge of Arms; and although they 
deny having provided Arms, they defire not to be underftood as admitting that 
if it had been true it would have proved Criminality; and they affert the Propriety 
ot*Rieic. Opinion refpefting the Rights of the People'to have Arms, and to regu- 
late their Conftitution. 

*And this open Avowal of theDeRgn of calling a Convention, and of the Fa<5t 
of having applied themfelves to the Ufe of Arms, is accompanied with a De- 
claration of their determined Purpofe to perfevere, with Activity/ in the Objects 
of their Alfociation ; — Objects which have been already fufficiently explained to 
the Houle b.y Reference to the Acts of the Society, and to the profefied Prin- 
ciples of its leading Members. 



IF the Circumftances which have been ftated in this Report appear to the Houfc 
in the fame View in which, on the molt attentive Confideration, they have .ap- 
peared to your Committee, it is fcarcely neceilary to ftate any collateral Matter 
in order to latisfy the Houfe how much the Peace, Safety, and Happinefs of the 
Country muft have been affected by the further Progrefs of the Meafures which 
have been ftated. 

But if any Thing were wanting to add to this ImprefGon ; it would arife from 
the Recollection, that the Incitement to internal Commotions in other Countries 
is the molt diftinguifliing Feature, both of the declared Principles and of the uni- 
form Praft ice of France under their prefent Syftem, and that in the Public Afts of 
thofc exercifing the Powers of Government in that Country, an Intention of in- • 
, vading thefe Kingdoms, founded on the Idea of receiving Support and Affiftance 
within the Country, has been openly avowed. The Cafe does not, however, 
reft here. — It has come under the Obfervation of your Committee, that recent 
Meafures have been actually taken by the ruling Powers in France for en- 
deavouring to afeertain, both in Great Britain and Ireland, the Degree of Co-ope- 
ration and Affiftance which they might expert in any Attempt of this Nature. 

This 'Communication does not appear, from any Evidence before die Com- 
mittee, to have any immediate Connexion wish the Societies, whole Pro- 
ceedings have been the Subjcft of this Report; but the Connexion with their 

general 
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general Objects is fufficiently evident, botli from the Nature of the Thing, and 
from the Particulars which have been ftated in the Courfe of the Report. 

It is. not immaterial to add, that in -Ireland thefe Communications appear to 
have been diredtly addrefled to a Perfon ailing in Concert with the Societies 
•here, One of their Honorary Members, and who has taken an adtive Part in die 
•Courfe of die Proceedings to which your Committee have referred. 



'YOUR COMMITTEE have, for obvious Reafons, omitted to annex to their 
Report the Evidence of particulaijjj^^fles, ,by whom the Fails above ftated are 
fupported ; and, for the fame Reafonl^ey hfve ftudioufly forborne to mendon the 
Names of Perfons and Places, in all Cafes in which they could be omitted with 
a proper Attention to the general Objedt of dieir Enquiry, and to the Information 
which the Houfe has a Right to expect upon fo important a Subjeil. 



► 
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